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The Charter
Commitiee’s
Response

THANKS, LARRY,
FOR STARTING A
DIALOGUE

By the Town Charter Committee

The Town Charter Committee extends our
gratitude to Larry Dwyer for his recent opinion
piece in The Sandisfield Times. His contri-
bution to our local discourse is precisely the
type of community engagement that our town
desperately needs. Ina community where active
participation can sometimes be a challenge, he is
agreat example of what it means to be a devoted

Sandisfield resident.

However, as we express our gratitude, we must
also address a few clarifications and corrections
regarding the content of the opinion piece.

Mr. Dwyer relies on quotes and findings from
"Dispelling the Home Rule Myth: Local Power
in Greater Boston 2004”. The 20-page docu-
ment he links to is actually the first part of a
120-page research paper from the Kennedy
School of Government at Harvard from 2004.
The Home Rule Myth is the myth that after the
state passed the Home Rule Amendment and
Home Rule Procedures Actin 1966 that towns
and cities now had autonomy from the state.

Attend the Town Charter
Committee/Select Board
joint meeting on Tuesday,
October 10, 6:30 p.m., at
Town Hall. Zoom information
will be posted online.

This is not true. Towns and Cities can do whatever
they like as long as it is not in conflict with state
law. For instance, state regulations govern crucial
aspects like taxation, election regulations, land use,
public schooling, and more. It's vital to emphasize
that creatinga charter does not impose any new state
restrictions beyond those already enforced.

The research paper actually stands out as the most
compelling evidence we have encountered thus far in
support of the Special Act Charter. It goesinto great
detail about the pitfalls of Home Rule Charters and
why Special Act Charters (the route we are taking)
are easier to implement and make more sense for
small towns like ours. Let us take this opportunity
to ensure that we have a comprehensive understand-
ing of this vital issue.

The Out on a Limb piece suggests that a charter
would add complexity to the adoption or amend-
ment of local bylaws. While it’s true that bylaws
must align with the charter, it's important to clarify
that the process for adopting or amending bylaws
remains unchanged. Furthermore, none of current
or proposed by-laws are in conflict with the Special
Act Charter. Therefore, this should not be a concern.

It is important to know the two different ways towns
can adopt charters and even more important to not
mix them up! The two ways: one is called a HOME
RULE CHARTER, and the other is a SPECIAL
ACT CHARTER.

InaHOMERULE CHARTER, a Charter Commis-
sion is nominated and elected to create the charter,
and they follow a specific set of steps and rules. The
new charter is reviewed by the attorney general and
voted on by the local community. If they want to
change it, they follow a similar strict process or use
a special act. Note: many of the issues raised in the
120-page research paper relate to HOME RULE
CHARTERS.

A SPECIAL ACT CHARTER, which is what we're
doing in Sandisfield, is created by an appointed
Charter Committee. The community approves it
inatown meeting, thenit goes to the state legislature,
and the governor signs it. It's then often confirmed
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The Differences

Between Our
laws and a
own Charter

By Larry Dwyer
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At the August 11 Charter Committee meeting,
the Collins Center, which has been advising the
Charter Committee, said more towns are moving
towards adopting charters to govern themselves.
A charter is a foundation document, similar to
a constitution, and for a town to govern itself by
charter is considered best practice.

It seems to me that the Collins Center presented
good information and guidance for the Commit-
tee during the August 11 meeting. If the Center’s
suggestions are followed, I feel that a well-written
charter would not present a problem for Sandisfield.

A second draft is in the process of being created by
the Charter Committee, which will be presented
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Assessed Valuation up 10%

Notice of Public Disclosure

REVALUATION OF REAL AND
PERSONAL PROPERTY
From the Sandisfield Board of Assessors, Roger Brown, Chairman

In compliance with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 56, the
Board of Assessors have completed a revaluation of all real and personal property in
the Town of Sandisfield. Sandisfield has received Preliminary Certification from
the Massachusetts Department of Revenue for all properties for Fiscal Year 2024.

Analysis of real estate transactions from January 2021 through December 2022,
as well as regional data, were reviewed during the revaluation. The values were
adjusted to reflect full and fair cash value as of January 1,2023. Overall, compared
to Fiscal Year 2022, real estate and personal property values have increased 10 %.
Note the actual percentage change on individual tax bills will differ as the tax
rate has not yet been set.

The values will be available for public viewing beginning 9/25/2023 for five
business days ending 9/29/2023. Public Disclosure is available for public review
by going to the Town of Sandisfield website: sandisfieldma.gov, and clickingon
the link provided showing “FY24 Assessed Values”.

A list of the assessed values will also be available at the Assessor’s Office at the
66 Sandisfield Rd, Town Hall, and the Assessors will be available Monday
- Friday, 9:00am to 2:00 p.m.. Iftaxpayers or the general public have any ques-
tions or comments, the Assessors can also be contacted in the following ways:
email assessors@sandisfieldma.gov, by phone at 413-258-4711 during business
hours. The values will be available in the Assessor’s Office and at the Town
Library for viewing. g

' Building Inspector
Office Hours

The Building Inspector will hold Office Hours at the
Old Town Hall every Wednesday from 4:00 p.m. t0 5:00

p-m. by appointment beginning October 18.

To schedule an appointment, call or text Paul Greene

at 413-446-0964. G

o

ATV Drawing

Winners

By Ann Wald

The Sandisfield Historical Society

o And The Inn for sharing their
dining room for the drawing.

e Special thanks also to Steve
Seddon, John Field, and
Douglas Miner for going up
and beyond in ticket sales.

The winners are:

thanks everyone who helped make

our raffle a success.

e Our special thanks go to Billy
and Hattie of New Boston

First prize, the ATV:
Mitch Birkett

Second prize, $500:
Donovan Brown

Crane and Sleds for all their

help with organizing, promot-

Third prize, $250:
Connie D’Andrea

ing, and selling tickets for us.

° ThC
General Store
o A& M Auto

Farmington

Congratulations to them all!!!

And a BIG THANK YOU to
everyone who purchased a ticket.

River

e The New Boston Inn for their g

kindness in selling tickets

o

Farmington River Store

Adds Delivery Service

By Times Reporters

Nick and Megan Smigel, proprietors of the Farmington River
General Store in New Boston, have announced new hours and
new services.

Everything in stock is now available for home delivery during
hours of operation (see below). Hot dogs are included from
11:00 a.m. till 6:00 p.m. Tobacco, liquor, wine, and beer will
require valid identification that the purchaseris 21 or over. The

minimum order is $10 and there is a $5 delivery charge per order.

ber.
Lottery tickets are not available for delivery. September

ANNUAL SANDISFIELD FLU GLINIC

October 4 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Council on Aging, Downstairs at Town Hall

¢ PRE-REGISTRATION IS
REQUIRED

¢ Register at sandisfieldma.gov, go to
Sandisfield Vaccination Clinic.

o Need Help Pre-Registering? Call
Jill Sweet at 413-717-7209

Updated COVID boosters will be added
as they become available at the end of

Nick said, “We encourage customers to state a preferred delivery
time, and we will do our best to accommodate it. Otherwise,

all orders will be delivered by the end of the day.”

He said that the best way to order is via the store’s web site at
www.farmingtonrivergs.square.site. Orders can be also be

placed by phone at 413-462-1104.

The store is open for business Monday through Wednesday from
7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Thursday through Sunday from 7:00
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. G

o

FLU: All vaccine clinics will have regular
dose flu vaccine, senior dose flu vaccine
and alimited supply of egg-free flu vaccine
available for those 6 months old or older.
Individuals must pre-register to allow for
planning of clinic staff levels and vaccine.

COVID: Once the updated COVID
booster is available, appointments for the
Pfizer COVID vaccine for ages 12+ will
be added as an option to the registration

page for this clinic. Individuals who have
already scheduled a flu vaccine can easily
add a COVID booster to their existing
appointment before or at the clinic.

All vaccines are provided at no out-of-
pocket cost to individuals, however we ask
that individuals bring their insurance card
and COVID card, when applicable, to the
clinic. Weareasking that you wearashort-
sleeved shirt. Pre-registration is required,
and walk-ins will only be accepted as time
and vaccine supplies allow.

More information, X
including The Fall \2 B =
2023 Vaccination f
Clinic Sched- )

I

ule can be found
on the SBPHC
website- www.

sb-phc.org. G
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Our Culvert:
A Foot Too Far

By Simon Winchester

A twelve-inch “survey error" has been
discovered following the completion of the
$550,000 culvert replacement that resulted
in the recent month-long closure of Route 57.

Eastbound motorists hugging the highway’s
right-side white line now risk colliding with
the massive and freshly-made concrete abut-
ments, since the entire new structure has
been inadvertently sited a foot south of
where it should have been.

As to who made the error, there was much
initial and completely amiable disagreement.

The contractor, Middlesex Corporation of
Littleton, Massachusetts, insisted that an
old survey pin had been wrongly sited.

The Town of Sandisfield, whose DPW
Chief Brad Curry discovered the error,
insists the foot-thick abutment was built
on the wrong side of the pin.

In the end the contractor accepted respon-
sibility and has agreed to pay any extra costs

involved in righting the gaffe.

But according to a senior Town Hall official
involved in the matter, the state-financed
and “coming soon” re-paving of Rt. 57 will
handily solve the problem. After the new
asphalt and paint are fully finished there will
just be a “slight kink” in the highway center
line leading up to and over the bridge — a
kink that most passing motorists “will not
even notice.” g

o

HOIISBlII!lﬂ Hazardous
Waste Disposal

October 14, 2023

Houschold Hazardous Waste Disposal will
be available Saturday, October 14, 9:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. at the Great Barrington Recy-
cling Center, 601 Stockbridge Rd, Great
Barrington, MA 01230.

o

For the many types of hazardous waste mate-
rials eligible for disposal, please see the list
at the Town website, sandisfieldma.gov.,
“Houschold Hazardous Waste Disposal.”
Also see the list for items not eligible.

Do NOT bring hazardous waste materials to
the Sandisfield Transfer Station. g

Maintenance Deferred is

Not Maintenance

BAND-AIDS INSTEAD OF

SOLUTIONS
By George Riley

A quote from the Monterey News, Sept. 2023,
Highway News: “Going back fifteen years to when
Maynard Forbes was our highway superintendent, and
then through Shawn Tryon’s time and now Jim Hunt’s,
the town has been fortunate that these individuals saw
beyond just putting down gravel. They actively worked
to create better ditches, catch basins and cross-road
culverts. Controlling the flow of water is so important
to the maintenance of our gravel roads. Jim feels that
we are benefiting from this forward thinking now.
There is less road-edge gravel washing out as the new
culverts and catch basins are able to handle the flow
and direct it away from the road surface.”

Meanwhile back in Sandisfield, we can’t even get gravel

thrown at our potholes and washouts .

(Note to DPW putting cones next to washouts does
not constitute fixing the road).

Maybe the DPW figures there’s no point in just
putting down gravel, since it will just wash away in
the next storm — and they are right in this, for without

acrown on the road to shed water and ditches to carry
it away, puddles turn to potholes and stormwater has
no choice but to run down the road and wash it out,
over and over again.

The choice is simple: we can have crowns and ditches,
catch basins and culverts, or we can have potholes and
repeated washouts.

For many years the DPW has apparently chosen the
latter, and now our roads have deteriorated to the
point where even the most basic repairs, much less
improvements, are beyond the capacity of the road
crew. Puttingacrownona gravel road requires active
management, rather than simply letting the grader
do what it prefers, which is to flatten the road and fill
in the ditches.

As a former Selectman, I'm well aware how difficult
it is to bring about any change in ingrained behavior,
but the current Select Board, allegedly the supervisors
of the DPW/, seems to be content with the present
situation.

With the announcement of two departures from the
DPW road crew (Sandisfield Times, August 2023),
will Superintendent Curry and the Select Board be
willing and able to actively work to teach the new
dogs new tricks, or will they simply succumb to the
old habits that have resulted in our current road
conditions?

It’s been suggested several times by citizens that the
Town should bring in road superintendents from
neighboring towns or from MassDOT to teach our
road crew how to properly maintain our gravel roads,
but without an active commitment by the Select Board
and DPW personnel, that’s just wishful thinking.

Even the basic requirement, made a few Town Meet-
ings ago by the former Select Board, to train the
DPW crew in the proper operation of its fancy new
adjustable-pitch grader as a condition of its purchase,
has been ignored.

So, to paraphrase the Monterey News, “we are suffer-
ing from this backward thinking now.” @

Out on a Limb: Op-Ed:

Subjects should be of interest to most of us and
have a strong link to Sandisfield, written by
and for Town residents. Address either PO Box
584, Sandisfield, or email. Opinions in Out on a
Limb articles are those of the authors and do not
represent The Sandisfield Times.
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by a final town vote for ratification. If we want to make
changes to this type of charter, we will do it through
another special act. The 120-page research paper
mentions that SPECIAL ACT CHARTERS recently
have become a much better way to adopt charters and
can solve a lot of the headache involved with HOME
RULE CHARTERS.

Please note. It is true that it is not a very quick process
to make amendments to the charter. BUT THAT IS
THE POINT. The items in the Charter are big picture
items and we don’t want the fundamentals of our town
to be changed willy-nilly by whoever happens to be on
the selectboard.

The Harvard research paper covers many issues with
Home Rule Petition process. Mr. Dwyer mentions some
of these instances in The Sandisfield Times. If you look
alittle deeper, it turns out the towns having these issues
are attempting to pass petitions through the legisla-
ture that are in conflict with state law. These petitions
are all related to taxation, land use and public schools.
Understandably A LOT of these petitions fail to pass
through the legislature. However, it would be a mistake
to assume that submitting petitions in general is difficult
or even rare. The majority of laws passed each year in
the Commonwealth are adopted through the Home Rule
Petition process. Sandisfield has successfully submitted
petitions in the past with the help of Representative
Smitty Pignatelli and we anticipate continuing to do
so. The research paper concludes the Petition section by
stating that as long as the petition does not conflict with
state law the petition process is quite simple and smooth.

In summary. We are pursuing a Special Act Charter
- not a Home Rule Charter. This will not change our
by-law adoption process in any way. Our town business
will not be more complicated. The Research paper Mr.
Dwyer quoted agrees that a Special Act Charter isa supe-
rior route for towns and makes the process simpler. The
disadvantages regarding Home Rule automatically apply
to all towns and cities with or without charters. We do
not anticipate submitting any petitions that conflict with
state law so the section in the research paper regarding
the pitfalls of Home Rule Petition do not apply to us.

We hope this clarifies the issue. We invite all residents,
taking a cue from Mr. Dwyer, to engage actively. We
urge you to participate in our public meetings, share
your thoughts through letters/emails, and engage in
meaningful discussions. Our goal is to create a docu-
ment that reflects our entire community's ideas and
values, emphasizing the collective will of the people.

Letters

to the

Editor

charter Proposal
AN OPINION PIECE
Dear Editor:

It should be clear to readers that "Out on a
Limb" columns in The Times are opinion.
Last month's front page “Out on a Limb”
article by Larry Dwyer regarding the town
charter was not factually based and will
be corrected elsewhere in this publication.
Please take the time to understand the facts
about a document needed to protect public
participation and control, not limit it.

Brigitte Rythman
Dodd Road

Why Voters Should Support
the Charter

Dear Editor:

In last month's issue of The Times, you
requested letters sharing opinions regarding
the proposed town charter. This letter is in
response to that request.

Full disclosure, I am a member of the commit-
tee that's responsible for drafting the charter.
L, like my fellow committee members, would
not be spending considerable time, energy,
and effort working on this crucial document
if we didn't feel it was important and neces-
sary for Sandisfield's future.

What will a charter do? As a statement from
the Collin's Center clearly conveys, it will
“consolidate the current collection of state
law, special act adoptions and bylaws under
which the town operates.” This consolida-
tion will result in "clarity and transparency,”
provide critical continuity, and ensure that
leaders in our town's government act ethically,
legally, and don't engage in overreach.

For example, during a previous adminis-
tration, we witnessed a Select Board that
approved the appointment of one of their own
to a lucrative temporary position. While the
reasoning behind that action may have been
well intentioned, ultimately it wasn't in the
best interest of the town. Indeed, decisions
were made under the above circumstances

that resulted in negative outcomes. The
charter helps ensure that such over-reach
won't happen again.

Another example was the appointment
of an individual by the Select Board to
a paying town position — an individual
who originally served in the position as
an unpaid volunteer. Again, while the
volunteer and Select Board may have
had good intentions, the Select Board
was not following best practices when
the decision was made to begin payinga
volunteer a substantial stipend without
first publicly advertising the position so
that other interested and qualified indi-
viduals could apply.

All of the members of the committee (a
fairly diverse body, it must be noted) are
committed to draftinga charter that will
notsignificantly change the way our town
is governed. Nevertheless, it is important
to point out that the possibility of the
aforementioned examples of question-
able decisions made and actions taken
by town leadership happening again is
significantly less under the provisions
of the charter.

The committee only wants what's best
for our town. And I feel fortunate that
I have an opportunity to work with an
organization as respected and with the
depth of knowledge and experience as
the Collin's Center to guide the commit-
tee through this transparent process so
that the best possible outcome can be
achieved.

So, take a moment to familiarize yourself
with what is in essence our town's consti-
tution, written by the people, for the
people. Then, when voting day arrives
to approve the charter, I urge you to vote
your conscience. But base your vote on
your own knowledge and understanding
of the issue, not on hearsay and misin-
formation from folks who don't have
a complete picture of what the charter
truly is. Always keep in mind, because
a charter effectively defines and limits
governance, our town's leadership won't
be able to work behind the scenes — some-
thing I'm sure every Sandisfield resident
would agree is the way our town should
be run.

Melissa Bye
New Hartford Road
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Out on a Limb: The Differences Between Qur
‘Bylaws and a Town (harter
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to the Select Board soon and then to the town’s voters at a special meeting in
November.

However, the town charter created for Sandisfield by the Charter Committee is
not yet ready to be presented to the voters. Or even to the Select Board. Many
more details need to be worked out, as I'm sure the Committee acknowledges.

So far there has been one public meeting and no additional public meetings are
yet scheduled. It seems the draft will be presented without further discussion.
Only nine voters attended the public meeting held in early August.

If the charter draft is approved by the town in November, it would then be
required to become a ballot measure, which the Charter Committee says it
hopes to present at the next annual town meeting in May 2024.

However, before becoming a ballot measure the charter would have to be
reviewed and approved by the state legislature. The office of State Senator Paul
Marks, who represents Berkshire County, reported that it can take up to two
years for the legislature to approve a charter.

The timing makes it unlikely that the charter could be returned in time for
our annual meeting in May.

The charter, as currently written, would present several differences in the way
the town would be run.

Currently, Finance Committee members are appointed by the Moderator. In
the town charter, Finance Committee members would be appointed by a group
consisting of the Moderator, a Finance Committee member, and the Planning
Committee. The Collins Center advised the Committee to add wording that a
member of the Select Board could not be a member of the Finance Committee.

In the charter draft, Town Meetings would be changed from one annual meeting
to two bi-annual town meetings. The reasoning is that two annual meetings
allow citizens to petition for a warrant article with only 10 votes instead of the
100 required for a special meeting.

In the draft, the Select Board would be restricted in the town’s day-to-day
operations. The town manager would have authority over the Board in the
daily operations of the town. This wording was already passed in the Special
Act passed last November and would be copied into the charter.

In the draft, a Selectman could no longer serve as an interim town manager.
When Kevin Flynn abruptly resigned in March 2022, George Riley served as
the interim town manager until a replacement was found. The Collins Center
felt that in certain circumstances a select board member might be the logical
choice to serve as a temporary town manager. The Collins Center advised
that allowing a Selectman to be an interim town manager because it can take
many months to find a town manager replacement.

The Collins Center recommended not putting much detail in the charter since
a charter is hard to change.

Asan example, the Historical Commission currently has no limit on the number
of members. The charter would limit the membership to seven. The Collins
Center suggested leaving this detail out of the charter. If interest were to
increase in the history of the town, it may be good to add more members. The
Center said that a committee could be defined in the charter, but the number
of members should be in a bylaw to provide flexibility.

The Zoning Board of Appeals is an important committee and defining the
number of members in the charter was not recommended by the Collins Center.
If you wanted to make a change then you would have to go through the whole
charter approval process.

Currently, the Town Clerk and Board of Assessors, which are elected
positions, can hire employees without the approval of the town manager.
In the charter, if the Town Clerk were to hire an assistant Town Clerk
and Board of Assessors were to hire an assessor and assessor clerk, they
would need approval of the town manager before they could hire any
employee for their respective departments.

The Collins Center approach is to capture how Sandisfield is currently
operating and the town charter should reflect this. The charter would
be reviewed every ten years and amendments made as the town’s needs
change.

The Charter could be a plus for the town, but it definitely needs more
work and additional opportunities for public comment. There is still
plenty of time to refine the charter, so that installing it does not adversely
impact the operation of the town. @

Out on a Limb: Op-Ed:

Subjects should be of interest to most of us and have a strong link
to Sandisfield, written by and for Town residents. Address either PO
Box 584, Sandisfield, or email. Opinions in Out on a Limb articles are
those of the authors and do not represent The Sandisfield Times.

/ N\
Rec Committee Leadership Change

Lynn Rubenstein submitted her resignation from the Recreation
Committee in September. The new Chair of the committee will
be Laurie Seddon, who worked very closely with Lynn on the

committee’s projects over thC last two years.

DINNCR

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 28

5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

FIRE STATION #2
on Route 57

Turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy,
green beans, cranberry sauce, roll,
and pumpkin pie.

$15/adults, $6/children 12 and under.

Dine in an Take-out available.

Benefit event for the New Boston Congregational Church.
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Riiska Brook Orchard
Featured in Edible Berkshires

ON NEwW HARTFORD ROAD,
APPLES FOR THE PICKING

By Bill Price, quotes and photos used with permission from Edible
Berkshires, September 2023.

Earlier this fall Sandisfield’s Hannah Van Sickle took a short drive from her
home on Rood Hill Road over to Riiska Brook Orchard on New Hartford Road
to visit Emily Melchior and Calvin Rodman as they celebrated their first year as
proprietors of Bill Riiska’s apple orchard.

Hannah is a writer for The Berkshire €dge and other publications, including
The Sandisfield Times.

Her visit to Riiska Brook Orchard became a feature article in the September
issue of Edible Berkshires, a local publication that covers the culinary culture of
the Berkshires. The magazine can be found, without charge, at many locations
through the Berkshires, including Riiska Brook Orchard, or it can be read online
at www.edibleberkshires.com.

In the article, Emily and Calvin acknowledged that their first year as orchardists
had not been particularly easy. While an unusually warm spring brought thick
and beautiful apple blossoms , several weeks later the brutal cold snap of May
17 cost them as much as 75 percent of this fall’s crop.

There are enough pockets of apple trees loaded with fruit
on the sloping hillsides that visiting the orchard for a day
is still a wonderful opportunity for family fun. Because
of the freeze, there just aren’t as many varieties as in past
years.

That bothers the Melchior-Rodmans, but, according to
the article they are focusing on “their ability to preserve
the orchard’s sprawling open space from development
while prioritizing the painstaking process of local food
production.”

Asreported in The Sandisfield Times in September 2022
when the sale of the orchard was announced, Bill Riiska

Sara Rodman,
Sfuture orchardist.

. SSE | L ST
Emily Melchior and Calvin Rodman with their children, Sara,
Walter, and Myrna.

Photos: Christina Rabr Lane

who created and developed the orchard with his family said, “I could
not bear to have sold it to a developer, to someone who would build tract
housing or who would quite change the character of the place.”

Emily and Calvin are attempting to keep the place just that way. To
quote Hannah’sarticle, they are trying to keep “one of their community’s
amenities open to the public for the sake of posterity.”

Emily told Edible Berkshires: “We think of [the orchard] as a park-like
destination and we try to create a relaxed atmosphere where people can
just be here and enjoy the space.” G

For a two-part profile of Bill and Barbara Riiska and the Riiska
Brook Orchard, see The Sandisfield Times, September and October
2015. Go to www.SandisfieldTimes.org and to Library// Archives.

o
I

Pick Your Own Apples

Open Saturdays and Sundays from 9am — 4pm

Check out our Facebook page and website for more info

QQSKA'BRQ9
ORCHARD

SANDISFIELD MA

101 New Hartford Road, Sandisfield

www.riiskabrookorchard.com
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Select Board Complaint

Dear Sandisfield Times:

As a member of the Select Board for the town of Sandisfield, I feel compelled
to respond to an article you recently published in your September edition. The
article states, “But those in Town Hall charged with protectingall and any part
of Sandisfield deemed to be wetland forbade such a plan on environmental
grounds. No wet grass could be trampled, no mud disturbed. Only a total
closure of the route was acceptable.”

That statement is not only incorrect, but incendiary. The state of Massachu-
setts under the Wetlands Protection Act (Massachusetts General Laws (MGL)
Chapter 131, Section 40) protects all wetlands, “trivial” or otherwise (www.
mass.gov). The members of the Sandisfield Selectboard have no authority to
make wetland designations; wetlands specialists determine the extent of the
resource area and how to protect it during any construction and/or remediation
project. What we are responsible for is replacing, not repairing, the collapsed
culvert with a conventional concrete bridge structure. It is clear the wetlands
specialist felt the “nameless tributary” is clearly not “trivial”.

The Select Board did not close the road to inconvenience townspeople, aggra-
vate those on the “little traveled dirt lane”, or encourage “savvy drivers” to
explore alternate routes. Road closures are, unfortunately, necessary, and much
consideration was taken to the timing. Not impacting, or disrupting bus routes,
was of highest priority. Had the Select Board opted to use a temporary bridge
and “traffic lights,” instead of the detour, the town would have incurred an
additional $300,000 in cost, not to mention at least 18 months of permitting.

It seems unfortunate that The Sandisfield Times continues to print opinions
disguised as facts. Doing so does nothing but further divide our town with
misinformation so easily vetted. I have to wonder, why?

— John W. Field Jr., Select Board Member

Editor’s Reply
The article that prompted Select ‘Board member Fohn Field’s

complaint may be read at Sandisfield Times.org., September 2023
issue, page 10.

Driving a wedge between Sandisfielders has never been the intention
of The Times, not in any of the 150-or-so issues we’ve published since
2010. At times we may write in what we think is an entertaining
manner and sometimes our humor can offend. It clearly did here.

We never meant to imply that the Board was in charge of conserva-
tion. Nor did we mean to imply that the road closure was meant to
“inconvenience townspeople,” “aggravate residents” of Silverbrook
Road, or “encourage savvy drivers” to find alternate routes. By
nature, road closures cause inconvenience to drivers, and we under-
stand that no one did this particularly long and circuitous detour

on purpose.

Finally, we regret the inclusion of Mr. Field’s last paragraph, which
turned an otherwise thoughtful rebuttal to the Times article into
an unkind jab at the paper, which we hope does, for the most part,
get things right.

— Bill Price, Editor, The Sandisfield Times

Wsandisficld
ARTS CENTER

* 5 HAMMERTOWN ROAD, SANDISFIELD, MA >

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14
7:00 PM

ARI'AND MIA IN CONCERT

Music that honor Appalachian cottages, rural
dance floors and urban concert halls. Their
original compositions cross paths with older
traditions resulting in a captivating sound.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2 PM
FORAGING FOR MUSHROOMS

Join mushroom expert Matt Glushien for gathering, then continue for a cooking demonstration
and optional natural wine tasting. Limit 10. $30

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1HRoucH OCTOBER 22 0.
ANDRE LAMBERSTON DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHY

OPENING RECEPTION 4-6 pm. TALK 5 pm. Andre Lamberston is a photographer, filmmaker
and teacher documenting the inspirational lives of resilient people around the globe.
(Gallery open during events and by appointment.)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 10 AM
SANDISFIELD WITHOUT THE TREES

What would Sandisfield look like if all the trees were magically removed?
See for yourself and learn about LIDAR (light detection and ranging) with Prof. Will Ouimet,
$20 UCONN. Followed by apples, cider and donuts. $5

\ %

FOR DETAILS VISIT SANDISFIELDARTSCENTER.ORG
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AW Librarian’s

e
Terarian Cerner
By Terry Spobhnholz
ZLibrary bours:

Mon. ,Tues., and Wed. 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Wednesday evening 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m

Closed Thursday, Friday and Sunday

Phone: 258-4966
Email: sandisfieldlibrary@gmail.com

Book CLuB

Sandisfield Woman’s Book Club meets at 6:30
p-m. on the 4th Thursday of each month (except
as noted below due to the holidays). The club
reads a variety of books suggested by members and
is always looking for new members. Selections for
the next few months are:

o October — The Elephant Whisperer

by Lawrence Anthony with Graham Spenser
o November — Haven by Ruth Gruber
o December (December 2) - Heidi

by Johanna Spyri

PINOCHLE ANYONE?

The Library is hosting a pinochle group at the
library that meets at least once a month; some-
times twice a month. Knowledge of pinochle is

P \TRICK OR TREAT?

Do you want to see Trick-Or-Treaters on
Halloween? RSVP by 10/21/23 to join the map.

We will provide house markers prior to Halloween.
Trick-Or-Treating will be on Tuesday,

October 3iIst from Spm to 7pm.
(W3) 269-7357

not required — we learn as we go. We will meet
next on Wednesday, October 11 and Wednes-
day October 25 at 6:30 p.m., at the Library.
Registration unnecessary. The only prerequisite
is a sense of humor.

NEW BOOK ARRIVALS
ApuLrt FicTtioN AND NON-FICTION

o The Art of Desire by Stacey Abrams
o Normal Rules Don’t Apply
by Kate Atkinson
o (live Cussler (ondor’s Fury
by Graham Brown
o The Iand of Igst Things by John Connolly
o The Armor of Light by Ken Follett
o The UVaster Ignds by Lauren Groff
o Allthe Dead Shall Weep
¢ Reykjavik by Ragner Jonasson
o Holly by Stephen King
o The River We Remember
by William Kent Kreuger
o The Unsettled by Ayana Mathis
o The Lgst Devil to Die by Richard Osman
o 23% Lies by Fames Patterson
o 12 Montbhs to Live by James Patterson
o (halice of the Gods by Rick Riordan
o Payback in Death by ]. D. Robb
o The Fragile Threads of Power
by V. E. Schwab
o To Infinity and Beyond
by Neil deGrasse Tyson
o Ignd of Milk and Honey by Pam Zhang

sandisfieldevents@recreationcommittee.info

\ iWith 96 miles of road, there's

no reason NOT
to be on the map!

Sand:isfield Halloween Trail

o Uampires of €l Ngrte by Isabel Canas
o Dead on Target by M.C. Beaton
o The Door to Door Bookstore

by Carsten Henn
o The Secret Hours by Mike Herron
NEwW TO THE OLDER CHILDREN AND
YOUNG ADULT SECTION
o Time of the Turtle King by Mary Osborne
o ‘Wrecker by Carl Hiassen
o Spy School Goes North by Stuart Gibbs
o How the Grinch Igst (hristmas
o (onstruction Site by Sherri Rinker

NEw Books IN THE CHILDREN’S SECTION

o Pete the (at and the Space (hase
by Kimberly Dean
o Dr. Suess’s How the Grinch Igst

Story Time (In the Gazebo if the weather coop-
erates, in the Children’s Section when it doesn’t.)
Every Saturday at noon and treats too!

OTHER LIBRARY SERVICES

The Children’s section is replete with books,
games, toys, Brio trains, and lots of arts and
crafts supplies. We also offer public computer
and printer availability, free wifi and access to
e-books from the Massachusetts libraries with
your Sandisfield Library card.

If you have a particular author or book in mind,
and the Sandisfield Library does not have it, we
can borrow it from other libraries.

SPOOKY READINGS AND
COOKIES!!

Story Hour October 30 at NOON we will
be reading gentle ghost and Halloween stories
followed by cookie decorating. Come join us for
some fun!!!

The Library will also be part of the Recreational
Committee’s Halloween Trail on Tuesday
October 31 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Stop by for
treats!

BOOKS FOR SALE
Check out our Gently Used Books!!! Curl up

this fall with some old favorites or discover a
new author. $1 a book (hard cover) or six for $5.
Fiction, non-fiction and biography.

NOTARY SERVICES

Available when the library is open or by
appointment. Please call 907-244-6466 for an

appointment.

BooOks FOR SALE
Check out our Gently Used Books!!! Curl up

this season with some old favorites or discover a
new author. $1 a book (hard cover) or six for $5.
Fiction, non-fiction and biography. ¥
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Christmas Fair is Coming
December 2!

By Ann Wald, President

In September, we welcomed Lorraine German, Society member and local historian, who gave an
excellent presentation about the history of maple “sugaring” and its importance to Sandisfield’s
economy in the 19th century. Charlie Adams, a long-time maple syrup enthusiast, displayed old
molds and a variety of antique tools and equipment used to harvest and process the syrup years ago.

Thanks to everyone who participated in the benefit raffle, including all who bought tickets, the
businesses in town and the individuals who supported our efforts (see “ATV Winners” on page 2
to see who you are.)

Also, our Christmas Fair comes carly this year, on Saturday, December 2. As usual, it will be in
Fire House # 2. Interested vendors should contact me at 413-258-4415.

JOHN BFIELD

TREENSERVICE, INC.

QUALITY TREE CARE...SAFELY DELIVERED
413-329-6519

fieldtreeservice.com

WMEMBE 3

VOICE OF TREE CARE

TRAGTOR PULL:
NO ENTRY FEE « ALL WELCOME
FREE T0 SPECTATORS

FLEA MARKET:
$15 PER SPACE « BRING YOUR OWN TABLE
CALL TO RESERVE A SPOT

(413) 258-4578
SUN., OCT. 8,10 AM - 4 PM

American Legion Pavilion
South Main Street, behind the
Farmington River General Store

Tractor pulls in back of building,
Flea market in front of building

Plenty of room for both!

* DINE IN OR TAKEQUT

*HOUSE SPECIAL PRIMERIB = ¢
(thursday-saturday)
FISH & CHIPS
FIRE-GRILLED SALMON Pruﬂaw
GREATISALADS p 4 |
5#“‘“1" THE BEST |BURGERS with
SPECIALTY PIZZAS
PRIME TOP SIRLOIN STEAK
LOBSTER MAC & CHEESE

KNOX CHICKEN PICCATA
gmz appelizens & more!

S5 PP-6PM SIGN-UP
Check out our full menu & event info at:
knoxtrailinn.com
Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Instagram @theknoxtrailinn

INDOOR CORNHOLE EVERY WEDNESDAY

* UPCOMING EVENTS *

Oct 1st, 8th, 22nd, 29th - Musical Bingo 2pm

Knox Trail Trivia Night-Thursdays @7pm
Oct 7th The Rattletones 8pm

Oﬂh’ (1 mo @;uef;/ Oct 14th Barons of Becket 8pri:

G

Oct 15th Hilltown Blues Jam
Oct 21st TBD

@ S 0CTORER 'L?TH R’PN\.
KNOX HALLOWEEN BAGH!

S o CASH
O pRIZES!

COSTUME
- CONTEST

A WICKED QCARY C00D TIME!

OPEN WED-FRI 5-9PM * SAT 12-10PM SUN™12-9PM * 413-269-4400 1898 EAST OTIS RD (RT 23) EAST OTIS, MA


https://knoxtrailinn.com
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How to Throw

a Communfﬁy

Pt Roask

By the Recreation Committee

Photos: Mary Bredenfoerder and
Ron Bernard

First, you hire a professional Pig Roaster. We
were very happy with Ormsbee Gas Co., Mill
River (413-229-2800) who brought their big
pig cookers.

Then everythingelse will fall into place. Well,
sort of.

After the Town voted to give the Recreation
Committee funds specifically for this endeavor,
we got to work. We found an excellent venue,
the American Legion Pavilion and booked it.

Shopping needed to be done, calls had to be
made, food to be ordered, then even more
food needed to be ordered. We anticipated
approximately 200, but boy were we surprised
and delighted that once word spread, responses
did not stop.

We even had a call the morning of the roast.
Unfortunately, we had to close our RSVP (due to
the volume of responses) and inform those that
did not contact us by the RSVP date that they
were more than welcome to join their neighbors
and friends, listen to the band (Harm’s Way),
watch their kiddos in the bounce house (both
funded by The Sandisfield Cultural Council),

and then join in at the end of the line.

Tents were raised (some were kindly loaned to us from

the COA, some families brought their own), beverages
flowed, (beer was anonymously donated), The Roast Pig
and all the trimmings were served, dessert was wolfed
down, and couples were two-stepping all afternoon.

Friends were reacquainted, some townsfolk met for the
first time, and yes, a good time was had by all.

Several days earlier we sent out a plea for volunteers for
serving, helping, clean-up, to which many answered the
call. Wessincerely thank ALL of you. We couldn’t have
done it without you.

We also want to thank the 180+ attendees for joining
us for this Great Community Event

Would you like to see the Pig Roast as an annual event?
Let your Select Board know, and next year sign up early
to help with the planningand to volunteer your services.

All of the attendees had a good time, and the members
of the Recreation Committee — and all our volunteers

- did too.

Hope to see you next year. G




October 2023




Page 12

The Sandisfield Times

Sandisfield Without
the Trees

By Suzanne O’Connell, Sears Road

It’s difficult to imagine what it was like to walk around Sandisfield
100 or 150 years ago. But you can find out at the Sandisfield Arts
Center on Saturday, October 28.

Professor Will Ouimet, University of Connecticut, will describe his
and his student’s work in Sandisfield using LIDAR, a light detection
and ranging technology.

v Possible Foundations

s
'3

——— Stonewalls

Charcoal Hearths

o B W =

Possible Foundations
——— Stonewalls
Charcoal Hearths

That long ago, Sandisfield was mostly open fields, forests having been cut for timber
and charcoal. Sheep stayed inside extensive stone wall enclosures. Maple trees made
us the sugaring capital of the state. We don’t have a time machine to return to that
landscape, but we do have LIDAR.

LIDAR data are collected by small aircraft outfitted with a laser scanner, a Global
Positioning System (GPS), and an Inertial Navigation System (INS). The laser
scanner transmits brief pulses of light to the ground surface, which are reflected or
scattered back to the airplane. Their travel time is recorded and used to calculate the
distance between the laser scanner and the ground and hence the elevation. This
technology allows the vegetation to be stripped away and detailed models of ground
elevation with a vertical accuracy of about 4 inches can be created.

Just out of curiosity...

If | could sell my house for
$ ,  would list my
home this spring.

Text your answer to, or call 413.528.4859

g@g William ‘ Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Pitt

THE MARKET IS CHANGING
THE TIME TO LIST IS
NOW

The Brockman Group

Jared Kelly Chapin Fish
413.854.1504 413.528.4859

448 Main Road, Monterey
413.528.4859
brockmanrealestate.com

williampitt.com

Each office is independently owned and operated &r
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K WIK-PRINT

INCORPORATED

EXPERIENCE - SPEED - QUALITY

¢ Full Color Digital Printing
* Full Color Envelope Printing
* Large Format Printing

* High Speed Copying

* Laminating

* Inline Bookletmaking

* Perfect Binding

* Folding

 Perforating

* Mailing Services

* Graphic Design Services

35 Bridge Street
Great Barrington, MA 01230

Ph: 413.528.2885 Fx: 413.528.9220

typesetting@kwikprintinc.com
www.kwikprintinc.com

The Historic

I737 New Boston Inn CHECK OUR
Restaurant, Tavern and B&GD  BRUESIAL
Six Guest Rooms, All Private Baths Pets | DINING AND

Restaurant open THURS 12-8, WEEKEND
FRI & SAT 12-9, SUN 12-8, MONDAY HOLIDAYS 12-6 SPECIALS!

101 North Main St., Sandisfield, MA (Corner of Rtes 8 & 57)
413-258-441T - Events at www.NewBostonlnn.com

o4 NEW BOSTON
woam  NEWBOSTON 57/
| 4 CRANE SERVICE Branson
—
Kawasaki SLEDS
ENGINES

R,EQWW HONDA GENERAC
€ POLARIS Gigen HONDA /7877087 GENERAG
Route 8/ P.O. Box 691 o ‘O Simplicify  CallText 413-258-4653
Sandisfield, MA 01255  {30oF .omtee fax 413-258-2884
www.newbostoncrane.com ‘e @ nbcssinfo@gmail.com

Sales, Parts & Service Available for ATV’s, Snowmobiles, Motorcycles,
Lawn & Garden Equipment, Generators, Log Splitters, Trailers

You’re insured but

what about the car
coming at you?

FRANK CONSOLATI INSURANCE

71 Main Street, Lee MA 413-243-0105 consolatiinsurance.com
Home Auto Life Umbrella Insurance Since 1942
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RALPH E. MORRISON 413-258-3381

@A & M AUTO SERVICE

COMPLETE AUTO & TRUCK CARE
IMPORT AND DOMESTIC
24 HOUR HEAVY DUTY & LIGHT TOWING & RECOVERY
FLAT BED SERVICE

ROUTE 57/EAST SANDISFIELD, MA 413-258-3381

T AL A -
* Daily rental $300 (adjusted for locl non- profits)

* Renovated 800 sq. ft hall with band-/DJ.stage

* Fully equipped commercial kitchen includes cook & dishware

* Beavtiful riverside field with pond and covered fire pit'

* Season May-October (Off season, field and covered fire pit available)

The Sandisfield Recreation Committee

INVITES YOU TO A

SUNDAY, OCT 22ND | 5PM - 8PM
FIRE STATION #2, RTE 57, SANDISFIELD

Council on,
Aging \\
COA Perspectives

By Nina Carr

We’d just like to remind all seniors that we are still
hosting our weekly “Coffee Hour” on Wednesday
mornings at 10 at Council on Aging, Town Hall
basement.Joi n us!

We are also offering a special lunch once a month at
noon on the third Wednesday of the month. This
month that will be on Oct 18.

Most importantly is the Flu Shot Clinic on October
4. The Senior Dose will be available.

And the COA will host a Wellness Fair on October
14 from 10:00 2.m.-2:00 p.m. at the VFW Pavilion
on Rt 8. The CHP Mobile Van will be there along
with Elder Services and more.

A Matter of Balance

HELP FOR YOUR
FEAR OF FALLING

Contacts: Beth Hoffman, Kay Purcell,
Linda Riiska

The Sandisfield and Monterey Councils on Aging
will repeat the Matter of Balance program in
Monterey in October. There is no charge for the
series.

To register call (413) 528-1443 x 112.
OCTOBER SCHEDULE
Classes will be at the Monterey Community

Center, 468 Main Road (Rt. 23).

On Monday, October 2 and
Thursday, October 5.%
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Photos, Music,
Mushrooms, LIDAR

By Hilde Weisert

October at the Arts Center is a feast for the senses,
starting with the world through the eyes of award-
winning documentary photojournalist/filmmaker
Andre Lambertson. Opening reception in the
Gallery from 4 to 6 p.m., with a 5 p.m.slide-show
and talk by the photographer.. Lambertson docu-
ments stories of resilient people around the globe. He
received a Pulitzer Center grant in 2010 for a yearlong
project in Haiti. The show runs until October 22.

On Saturday October 14 at 7:30 pm, is New
England’s Americana sister act, folk duo Ariand
Mia, the sounds of Appalachian cottages, rural dance
floors, and urban concert halls. SingOut magazine
wrote: “Their works are soothing and fresh, tasteful
and accomplished.” This will be a popular show so
get your tickets soon.

Earlier on the 14th, at 1:30 p.m., we will hold an
opening ceremony for our Memorial Garden which
will honor the late Val Coleman, longtime volunteer,
Board member, and speaker.

On Saturday October 22, from 2:00-4:00 P.M.,
we bring back last-year’s sold-out “Foraging for
Mushrooms” with mushroom expert Matt Glushien
leadinga walk to gather mushrooms and help uslearn
what is and isn’t good to eat. Followed by a delight
for taste and smell with a cooking demonstration and
optional natural-wine tasting.

We round out October’s sensory events on the 28th
with a fascinating look at “Sandisfield Without
the Trees. See Suzanne O’Connell’s report about
LIDAR and what you'll experience at this fascinating
presentation on page 12.

For more information, go to  www.
sandisfieldartscenter.org.

Now accepting new students!
Group or private riding lessons available at your
home or on our Sandisfield farm
Boarding and Leasing Horses Available

Specializing in Eventing, Dressage,
and Hunter-Jumper lessons

Lessons available for all ages

Rose Nelson, Instructor and Owner
[ ]
Massachusetts certified,
Pony club eventing participant and USEA eventer

Email: sunnyrosefarm@yahoo.com
Phone: (413) 446-4944

COOK BUILDERS
Supenb Craftsmanahip

All Phases of Building & Remodeling
New Home Construction, Additions & Renovations

CALL TODAY: (413) 229-2793

Serving the Tri-State area for over 45 years

Sunday,
October 8th

11AM-3PM

Looking Glass Gardens
and the Sandisfield
Recreation Committee
19 Dodd Read, Sandisfield

RSVP by 9/24/23 to (413) 269-7357 or
sandisfieldevents@recreationcommittee.info
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New Boston Church '.
History Book

PRE-PUBLICATION ORDERS
BEING TAKEN

Sandisfield history writer, Ron
Bernard is taking orders for his
latest book, The Little Brown
Church of New Boston, Mass.,
and the Lives of Its Pastors: 150
years of Heritage and Revival,

which was announced in last

Tue LirtLe BrRown CrHurch
or New Boston, Mass.

month’s issue.

The 400-plus page book tells
the story of the Congregational
churches in Sandisfield from 1754
through today and particularly the
definitive history of the venerable

B0 rEARS OF HerIrace anp Revivaz

New Boston church and its congre-
By Ronarp M. BerNarD

gation since inception in 1874.

Besides biographies of all 45 pastors
(including some “native sons”) who
presided at the historic “Little Brown Church,” there are also many new (and
expanded) general historical accounts that were not included in the history of
the town, Sandisfield Then & Now published in 2012. Anyone interested in
the history of Sandisfield will find much to enjoy in this book.

A special pre-publication price of $25 is available for orders received before
November 15. This limited edition book should be available by December 2nd,
in time for the annual Christmas Fair at Fire House 2. Net proceeds from the
sale will go to the New Boston Church. See order form below.

[ttt |

PRE-PUBLICATION ORDER FORM
The Little Brown Church of New Boston, Mass.

[ Please reserve ___copy(s) at special pre-publication price of $25
each plus $6 each for shipping if necessary. *

U 'l save the shipping charge and pick up my book(s) in Sandisfield.

Make check payable and mail to:
Ronald Bernard, P.0. Box 91, Sandisfield, MA 01255
Net proceeds to benefit the New Boston Congregational Church
Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Email:
Phone:

Enclosed is my check No. for $

For more information, contact, Ronbernard@aol.com

Note: This is a limited edition book. Don’t wait. Order now! 1

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| ST10/23 |

*Pre-publication price good through November 15, 2023
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Name That Weed

THE INVASIVE AT OUR DOORSTEP
SWEET CLOVER SOUNDS Too NICE

By Tom Christopher, Sears Road

Last month The Times reported how Bonner McAllister of Monterey
identified the apparently new invasive weed that is appearing along
the sunny sections of many of our paved roads.

Apparently it is not a new invasive, just one that seems to have gotten
a jump on our roadside mowing.

Bonner explained that this invader is Sweet Clover. And yes, it does
spread rapidly, encroaching two or three feet over the road edges and
reaching, in some cases seven feet in height.

It is a nuisance and threatens to become a danger to drivers and those
few of us on bicycles because we can’t see around the stuff to practice
our defensive driving.

Bonner convinced our correspondent that despite the fact that this
species’” flowers don’t resemble the pom-pom-like blossoms of white
clover (Trifolium repens), the familiar feature of healthy lawns, sweet
clovers do belong to the same botanical tribe. Bonner also pushed
back — gently — on our characterization of white sweet clover as a weed.
“p 1 . »

I’d just call it a plant, myself” was her response.

In fact, white sweet clover is a plant not without virtues. Brought to
North America from Europe as a forage crop for colonists’ cattle and
horses in the 17th century, white sweet clover is, like all true clovers,
alegume, which means that its roots partner with a soil bacteria to
convert nitrogen from the atmosphere into a form that serves the plant
as a natural fertilizer. This makes it especially competitive on poor
soils such as might be found along roadsides.

However, white sweet clover thrives on a wide range of soil types,
and is salt resistant (another plus for a roadside plant), and because
of deep roots is able to find sufficient moisture even during times of
drought. Itis also exceptionally cold hardy, growing as a biennial
and over-wintering successfully as far north as Alaska. White sweet
clover is also a prolific seeder and the nectar of its flowers are a favorite
of honeybees.

SO WHAT’S NOT TO LIKE ABOUT THIS PLANT?

Unfortunately, those same qualities which make it so successful as a
forage crop also give white sweet clover the ability to invade native
grasslands and meadows, and displace native wildflowers and grasses.

This doesn’t bother honeybees (another introduction from Europe)
as they are able to feed on a wide variety of flowers. Our native bees
and other native insects, however, tend to be much more specific in
their tastes, more typically relying on a select group of native plants,
or even in some cases just one, for their food. The native wildflowers
in turn commonly depend on these native insects for their pollination
and often cannot reproduce successfully without them. By inter-
rupting this interaction between the native insects and native plants,
introduced plants such as white sweet clover degrades local ecosystems,
making them more vulnerable to invasion.

White sweet clover is far from the only invasive introduced plant you’ll

find along Sandisfield’s roadsides.

In fact, because disturbed soils are easy prey for invasives, roadsides are
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something of a nursery for such species. These plants arrived
in New England in a number of ways. Common burdock
(Arctium minus) another common roadside plant, was a 16th
century introduction from Europe, probably crossing the
Atlantic as hitchhiker in farm seeds. Coltsfoot (Tussilago
farfara) which is also ubiquitous on our roadsides was probably
transplanted from Europe deliberately because it was valued
as an herbal cough remedy.

Common reed (Phragmites australis) which has overrun many
of our roadside ditches, belongs to a species that is actually
native to North America as well as Europe and Asia. The
aggressive form that too often chokes New England wetlands
is believed to be European in origin and is thought to have
been introduced to North America through seeds unwittingly
included in the sand or soil used as ballast in 19th century
sailing ships; the ballast was often dumped at American ports
to make room for cargo.

A new and particularly unlovable invader of Sandisfield’s road-
sides is the giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum),
which looks a bit like a Queen Anne’s lace on steroids, growing

to a height of 14 feet or more with similarly outsized leaves

and white flowerheads as much as 2.5 feet in diameter. This

seems to have been introduced to castern North Americaasa  Aside from the pleasure this brings to Sandistield’s inhabitants, scenic beauty is, argu-

s . . L
garden curiosity in the early 20th century. Contact with its ably, our town’s chief economic asset. It's too late to keep invasive plants out of our

sap, followed by exposure to sunlight, causes painful blistering roadsides. But watching the shoulders and ditches and beating back any invasive plants

and in the cyes may lead to blindness. This reporter hasfound 28 they infiltrate from there can help to protect the ecological health of our woods,

it to be resistant to herbicides. wetlands, and meadows.

WHY DOES ALL THIS MATTER? That’s essential not only to the local economy but also to our pleasure in our homes. G
Sandisfield, despite its history of land clearance and the
introduction of non-native plants as farm crops, retains many
remarkably intact native plant habitats. A springtime walk
in our woods is rewarded with sightings of many wildflowers
such as native orchids that are rare in much of New England.
The survival of these native plants have much to do with the
local abundance of native wildlife.

A WRITER AND A ROBOT WALK INTO A BAR:
Writing in the Age of Artificial Intelligence

SIMON WINCHESTER

Simon Winchester returns to The Meeting House to lead a

October 7 discussion on the future of writing in the age of Al with three

distinguished figures in the world of letters: Francine Prose,

4:30 p.m. writer of fiction and nonfiction and critic, is the author of twenty-

one novels, including Blue Angel, which was a finalist for the

National Book Award; Timothy Bent, Executive Editor of Trade Books for Oxford

University Press; and author Chandra Prasad, whose forthcoming novel focuses on
the intersection between artificial intelligence, identity and environmental ethics.

Tickets Available Online:
NMMeetingHouse.org
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D BEER « WINE * LIQUOR ’
omaney & %@

Fine Wine x Unique Beer x Discount Liquors
Temperature Controlled Wine Room » Cigar Humidor

66 Main St. Great Barrington, MA 01230
p. (413) 528-0024 x f. (413) 528-6093
www.domaneys.com

CW NELSON LANDSCAPE
DESIGN & NURSERY

* Retaining Stone Walls .

; Patios and Walkways K

413-258-3375
_ - www.cwnelson.com
& chuckwnelson@earthlink.net
“find us on Facebook

s SeptlcSystems

““Excavation
Driveways
“Garden Plannmg

I Waterfalls & Fountains gy
@ Water Garden s & Koi Ponds

ODETD A CHANGNG SEASON

Photo and text by Brigitte Ruthman,
Joshua’s Farm, Dodd Road

The sun is setting on another growing season. Twelve
hours and seven minutes of daylight, aloss of a couple
of minutes every day.

Joshua Smith, who farmed this land centuries ago,
must have had a hand in gifting the most beautiful
four days of sunlight and gentle drying breezes this
week, following what has been one of the most disas-
trous hay seasons in memory. Yes, climate change.

For the first time in many, many years, the two big
fields at the top of Dodd Road - brought back from
neglect — were partially cut to give a limited harvest
of soft grasses that will become haylage through the
winter.

I moved the round bales formed by Joe Burkhart s
expert touch on machinery, until midnight Friday as
the cold air seeped in and a white cloud of exhaled
breath blurred the tractor lights.

Joe's older tractor had no lights. He did it by feel, in
the dark, turning windrows set there by my nephew
Michael.

And, with minutes to spare as the fringe of a tropical
storm moved in the following morning, the last of the
bales were wrapped and set safe along the side of the
field. Twenty-six in all, including the bale I missed
in the dark. They weren't perfectly dry but round
baling is easier than the old way of raking it by hand
and putting it on an ox-drawn wagon.

Thanks to Evan, Michael, Joe and Anna (who, as
I did more than a half century ago, learned to drive
with a clutch on a tractor — a skill transferable to cars.)
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Now HEAR THIS!

Edited by Laura Rogers-Castro.
Please send notices for Now Hear This! to editor@sandisfieldtimes.org

OCTOBER EVENTS

Sandisfield Select Board Meetings are
currently in-person and via Zoom at 6:30 p.m.
on Mondays unless otherwise posted. Please
visit sandisfieldma.gov or call 258-4711 for
information.

Playgroup on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.
at the Otis Town Hall. Sponsored by South Berk-
shire Kids. No pre-registration necessary. Led by
Nina Carr. This fun program includes free play,
crafts, stories, and songs! A great time to meet up
with friends and meet new friends! For confir-

mation, please call Nina Carr (258-3314). Free!

Coffee Hour on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.
at the Council on Aging, Town Hall Annex.
Snacks and conversation! For more information,
contact Nina Carr (258-3314). Free.

Chair Yoga with Wendy Larsen on Wednes-
days at 2:00 p.m. at the Old Town Hall on
Silverbrook Road, sponsored by the Council
on Aging. For more information, contact Nina

Carr (258-3314). Free.

New Boston Church Service on select Sundays
at 10:00 a.m. at the New Boston Congregational
Church, Route 57. All are welcome.

Apple Festival and Bake Contest on Sunday,
October 1 at2:00 p.m. at Riiska Brook Orchard
on New Hartford Road sponsored by the Sandis-
field Historical Society. For more information,
contact Ann (258-4415).

Flu Vaccine Clinic on Wednesday, October
4, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Sandis-
field Town Hall, Council on Aging, Basement
Level. Regular and senior dose flu shots will
be available, in addition to the new Covid
vaccine if they are available. Pre-registration
is required at www.home.color.com/vaccine/
register/tritown. To register by phone, please
callJill Sweet (413-717-7209). No charge, but
please bring your insurance card, COVID card
if applicable, and wear a short-sleeved shirt.

Tractor Pull & Flea Market on Sunday,
October 8, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., at the
American Legion Pavilion. No entry fee, all
welcome, free to spectators.

Oktoberfest on Sunday, October 8 from 11:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Looking Glass Gardens on
19 Dodd Road. Drink, food, and beer available
for purchase. Music, crafts, baking contest, $2
pony rides with Sunny Rose Farm, and hayrides.
RSVP at 413-269-7357 or sandisfieldevents@

recreationcommittee.info. Town Charter Commit-
tee/Select Board joint meeting on Tuesday, October
10, at 6:30 p.m., at Town Hall. Zoom information will
be posted online.

Wellness Fair on Saturday, October 14, from 10:00
a.m.-2:00 p.m. at the VFW Pavilion on Rt. 8. The CHP
Mobile Van will be there along with Elder Services and
others. Sponsored by Sandisfield COA.

Folk Duo Ari and Mia in Concert on Saturday,
October 14 from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. at the Sandisfield
Arts Center on S Hammertown Road. Come hear
New England’s Americana sister act, folk duo Ariand
Mia, perform music that honors the sounds of Appa-
lachian cottages, rural dance floors, and urban concert
halls. Their own compositions cross paths with older
traditions making for a captivating sound. Visit sand-
isfieldartscenter.org for tickets or at the door. $20.

Autumn Appreciation Hike at Bob’s Way on Friday,
October 20 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Route
57 in Monterey/Sandisfield. Enjoy the crisp air and
beautiful colors of peak fall foliage. Enjoy a special fall
treat by the beaver pond and appreciate the spectacular
view of the colors reflecting on the water. Please pre-
register at www.bnrc.org,

New Boston Church Service on Sunday, October
22,at 10:00 a.m. at the New Boston Congregational
Church, Route 57. All are welcome.

Foraging for Mushrooms on Sunday, October 22 from
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the Sandisfield Arts Center on
5 Hammertown Road. Join mushroom expert Matt
Glushien for a walk to gather mushrooms, then continue
for a cooking demonstration and optional natural wine
tasting. Visit sandisfieldartscenter.org for tickets $30.

Halloween Dance on Sunday, October 22 from 4:00
t0 7:00 p.m. at Fire House #2. DJ Johnny Jams is back!
Sponsored by the Sandisfield Recreational Committee.
RSVP by October 7 at sandisfieldevents@recreation-
committe.info or call 413-269-7357.

Sandisfield Woman’s Book Club on Thursday,
October 26 at 6:30 p.m. at the Sandisfield Public Library.
The book selection for October is The Elephant Whis-
perer by Lawrence Anthony and Graham Spenser.

Harvest Dinner sponsored by the New Boston Congre-
gational Church on Saturday, October 28, from 5:00 to
7:00 p.m. at Firehouse Station #2 on Route 57. Turkey,
mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans, cranberry sauce,
roll, and pumpkin pie. $15/adults, $6/children 12 and

under. Take-out available.

Sandisfield without the Trees on Saturday, October
28 from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. at the Sandisfield Arts

Center on 5 Hammertown Road. What would
Sandisfield look like if all the trees were magi-
cally removed? What did it look like when it was
more farms than forests? See for yourself and
learn about LIDAR (light detection and ranging)
with Professor Will Ouimet from the University
of Connecticut. Followed by cider, donuts, and
Riiska Brook Orchard apples. Visit sandisfield-
artscenter.org for tickets. $5.

Town-Wide Trick or Treat on Tuesday, October
31 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. If you would like to
welcome trick-or-treaters and be included on
the Sandisfield Halloween Trail Map, please
contact the Sandisfield Recreational Committee
at 413-269-7357 or sandisfieldevents@recre-
ationcommittee.info. Driveway markers will be
provided prior to Halloween.

ONLINE EVENTS

A Farm and Garden Show with Sandisfield
Residents Bill Taylor and Jaye Alison Moscariello
streamed every Monday, from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
at berkshireradio.org.

EVENTS IN SURROUNDING
TOWNS

Playgroup on Thursdays from 10:00 to 11:00
a.m. at the Monterey Library, sponsored by South
Berkshire Kids. No pre-registration necessary.
Meet for stories and songs followed by creative
crafts. For information, please call Nina Carr
(258-3314). Free!

Transformational Breathwork with Sandisfield
residents Antonia and Roger Vanoro on the last
Friday of every month from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. at the
Monterey Community Center. A combination of
deep rhythmicbreathing, vocalization, self-massage,
and energetic movement. Suggested fee is $30. For

more information, visit ccmonterey.org,

Great Barrington Farmers Market on Saturdays
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on 18 Church Street
in Great Barrington. Featuringlocally grown and
produced foods, including fruits and vegetables,
cheese, meats, breads, and more.

A Matter of Balance program on Monday,
October 2,and Thursday, October 5 from 1:30 to
3:30 p.m. at the Monterey Community Center on
468 Main Street. To register, please call 413-528-
1443, ext. 112. Free.

Ed the Wizard’s Pirate Party will hoist sails on
Wednesday, October 4, at 5:00 p.m. at the Otis
Library. Enjoy this fun, family-friendly Pirati-
cal Party with games and a treasure hunt. This
program is sponsored, in part, by a grant from
the Otis Cultural Council.
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RELIABLE. REGULAR. RELEVANT.

Sandisfield, MA 01255

The Times appreciates donations
throughout the year.

HE SANDISFIELD TIMES

isa501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
staffed by volunteers from the Sandisfield
community and funded by individual
and business sponsors. Its mission is to
connect the community through reliable,
regular, and relevant information. The
paper is published 11 times each year,
with a joint January-February issue and
monthly issues thereafter.
Donations of any amount are needed to

ensure the continuation of this newspaper.
Please send checks to: The Sandisfield

Times, P.O. Box 584, Sandisfield, MA
01255 or donate online at our website:
. Donations to The Sandisfield Times
are deductible under section 170 of the
Federal Income Tax Code. Donations do
not include subscriptions. Subscriptions
do not qualify as donations.

The Times is distributed free of charge to all
Sandisfield postal address and boxes. Free
copies are available at the following town
locations: The transfer station (Wed/Sat/
Sun), the Library, When Pigs Fly Farm, and
in New Boston at A&M Auto, the Farmington
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I To have the The Times mailed to your home, please complete the |
information below and send a check for $25 (annual subscription fee for |

I 11 issues) made out to The Sandisfield Times to:

THE SANDISFIELD TIMES

PO BOX 584, SANDISFIELD, MA 01255

Out of town address:

City, State, Zip

Email address:

Phone (only used if paper is returned by USPS)
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River General Store, and the New Boston Inn. The Times is also available in West Otis at the
laundromat, library, and the Farmington River Diner; in East Otis at Katie's, Pappas, and the
Knox Trail Inn. Also at the Monterey Library (outside box), in Colebrook at the post office
and the general store, and at the New Marlborough General Store and the Mill River General
Store. Back copies are available for purchase.

The Times can be mailed to your home (non-Sandisfield addresses only) by paid
subscription (see form at left) or you can read it (free) online as a PDF document at
www.sandisfieldtimes.org . Classified ads, 30 words or less, are free.

We welcome submissions, comments and suggestions, including letters to the editor
by the 15th of the month prior. Maximum 300 words. We may edit for space, style or
clarity. We will try to publish Public Service Announcements when we have room,
with priority given to Sandisfield organizations. No portion of the The Sandisfield
Times may be reproduced without permission.

Editorial Staff
Editor: Bill Price

email: editor@sandisfieldtimes.org

Advertising/Subscriptions: Ron Bernard
Graphic Design: Tina Sotis
Website: Jean Atwater-Williams

Now Hear This!: Laura Rogers-Castro

Founding Editor: Simon Winchester

#=7 How to Contact Us #=7
Mail can be directed to
The Sandisfield Times, PO Box 584, Sandisfield, M.A 01255.
Ifinternet accessible, all letters, news events and tips, ideas,
obituary and family announcements, photos (600 dpi if possible)
and advertisement queries to editor @sandisfieldtimes.org



