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Into the Woods

Tales from Marty Clark,
Billy Carr, and Gary Pease

on their lives as lumbermen
and bow they wouldn’t bave it
any other way. See pages 10-12.

Right: Tools of the lumber trade.

The Future of Sandisfield:

Master Plan Potluck,
October 14

You can help plan Sandisfield’s future.

All Town Boards and all residents—seasonal and
part-time—are invited to review and discuss the
Master Plan’s implementation. Bring a dish to

share. See page 3.

The Great 1911 Moonshine Raid
Not Exactly "Maple Syrup"

Behind a locked door, down into the cellar ...
See page 7.

INSIDE. . . . . PAGE

HONORING WORLD WARIIVETS ... . 2
WILLIE'S FIRST 30 DAYS . . . . .. .. 5
THE GOATMAN . .. ... 9
BOB THECAT . ... ... ... .. 13
THE JOY OF SPLITWOOD . . . . . . .. 15




Page 2

The Sandisfield Times

Honoring World War Il Veterans

A program to honor Sandisfield’s World War II veterans will be held Saturday,
October 15, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at the American Legion Pavilion on Re. 8 at
New Boston. Our surviving veterans from the 1941-1945 war are Rosemary
Allen, Norton Fletcher, Walter Linkovich, and William Tacy. ¥

\¥
t

STANDING UP THE STONES

Photo: Kathie Burrows

Cemetery Commissioner Ben Campetti was busy in August and September
repairing markers and remounting gravestones in the New Boston Cemetery.
He was assisted by Steve Harasyko, Jobn Kuzmech, and Willard Platt.

Get Rid of Sharps and
0ld Medicines

BUT APPROPRIATELY, PLEASE
By John Skrip, Select Board member

Clean out medicine cabinets and drawers of outdated medications that have
been shoved into a corner.
Also, safely get rid of used syringes and outdated needles.

The Fire Department will host a second medical waste disposal drop-off on
October 9, Sunday, from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. Note the change in the drop-off
site: Fire House # 1 on Rt. 8 in New Boston, just north of Villa Mia.

Bring sharps in a sealed container. A coffee can will do. All medicine must
also be in a sealed bag or container.

If for any reason you need your medical waste picked up, please call John Skrip
at 258-4788, and John will arrange a pick-up for you. The Select Board thanks
the Fire Department again for sponsoring this public service. @

From Town of Sandisfield,
Dolores Harasyko, Town Clerk

STATE AND PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION INFORMATION

Below is the most updated information available regarding voting in
October and November in the State and Presidential Election.

The State and Presidential Election

The State and Presidential Election is on Tuesday, November 8, 2016,
from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Old Town Hall, 3 Silverbrook Rd.

Absentee Ballots: There are three reasons a voter may vote by absentee

ballot:

1. Absence from their town during the hours the polls are open
2. Disability prevents them from going to the polling place
3. Areligious belief prevents them from going to their polling place

You can obtain an absentee voting application by calling the Town
Clerk’s office. Ballots are usually available three weeks before the
election.

The State has added Early Voting for biennial state elections. This
means that you can vote two weceks before the actual election.

Early voting will take place in the Town Clerk’s office at the Town Hall
Annex, 66 Sandisfield Road. The schedule for early voting is as follows:

e October 24, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

e October 25, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
e October 26, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

e October 27, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
e October 28, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

e October 31, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

e November 1, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
e November 2, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

¢ November 3, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
e November 4, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

If you have any questions regarding your voting status or about the elec-
tions don’t wait until the last minute. The Town Clerk would rather
answer questions ahead of time. ¥

Primary Election Results (Votes)

STATE SENATE

Berkshire
Democrat Sandisfield County
Del Gallo 13 901
Harrington 29 5,024
Hinds 27 6,695
Republican (unopposed)
Canning 14 690
GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL
Hurley 43 6,798
Morneau 15 2,998
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

ormally we happy few who write,
Nedit, design, proof, and distribute The

Times each month - and put it live
online — work in the shadows.

Not many readers actually know - or care -
who does the paper or how. They just want it
every month, on time and reasonably accurate.

But this month we have a treat. You can see
one of us at work.

Jean Atwater-Williams, on along vacation driv-
ing through much of the American West with
her husband, Ron Bernard, snapped a picture
of Ron at West Shore Lodge on Lake Tahoe in
late September. Ron was so engrossed he didn't
know she took the picture.

Ron is at work proofreading the paper, catching
errors, correcting grammar, improving things
for the issue you are right now holding in your

hands.
He does this every month.

But this time he is doing it 2,800 miles from
Sandisfield, thanks to the wonder of the
internet. And the wi-fi system at the lodge's
restaurant.

Along with proofing, Ron writes for the paper,
helps edit it, handles advertising, distribution,
and subscriptions. He does alot of other things
for the paper, but he won’t say so. His wife Jean,
who took this photo, is the Times' webmaster
as well as treasurer. Without these two, the
work of the rest of us would be much harder
and maybe impossible.

Thanks, Ron and Jean, and come home safe.

Bill Price
West New Boston

A note from the author: Once in Ireland, I went
to Sligo to visit Yeats’ grave. The moment I
arrived at the gravesite, a huge swarm of crows
rose up, darkening the sky.

The Crows Over Yeats

There are three possibilities:

At 65, feeling mortal,

He chose his great grandfather’s church graveyard
Already crowned with crows

That rise, screaming and chattering

Like black yeast ... or suppose

Someone brought the crows

And set them there for us to see

And make his poems, poems that grow
From verse to prophecy.

Or there is some small chance
That Yeats uneasy lies

And speaks through crows
Whenever justice dies.

Val Coleman
Town Hill Road

The Future of Sandisfield ...

... Is In Your Hands

By Bill Price

The Master Plan potluck dinner will be Friday, October 14, at 6 p.m. at
Fire Station #2. Dinner will be until 7 p.m., when all Town Boards and
Town residents — seasonal as well as part-time — will take part in a review
and discussion of the future of our town.

Everyone is invited. If you have guests in town for the fall foliage, bring
them. Ifyou have relatives visiting their Sandisfield cousins who have been
in town for generations, bring them. If you're here for the weekend, come
up carly on Friday so you can voice your concerns.

Leading the discussion will be Tom Matuszko, Assistant Director, BRPC
(Berkshire Regional Planning Commission). Tom and Eammon Coughlin,
acommission planner, worked with the Town’s Master Plan Steering Com-
mittee (MPSC) to develop a working draft and then a final document that
would address factors shaping the town and its future.

A public meeting was held in April in which residents responded to the draft
version. “We had good feedback during the public forum,” said Eammon.
“Residents used sticker dots to identify their top priorities. These were
incorporated into the final draft that is available now.”

The Plan can be viewed in hardcopy at the Town Hall Annex and the
Library during business hours. The final version can also be reviewed

online at: berkshireplanning.org (go to Current Projects and find Sand-
isfield Master Plan).

The MPSC, a subcommittee of the Planning Board, included two members
of the Planning Board, representatives from other town boards, and several
interested residents. The process incorporated community input through
the development of a public opinion survey, two public informational meet-
ings, and personal interviews conducted by the BPRC. Development of the
Plan has taken over a year from start to finish.

Plan topics include Population and Demographics, Economy, Infrastruc-
ture, Services, Housing, Transportation, Land Use, Natural and Cultural
Resources, Open Space, and Recreation. Key issues are identified and prob-
lem areas flagged. Each topic then lists specific goals, objectives, and actions
to reach those goals.

The Plan was formally adopted by the Sandisfield Planning Board in May.

The Plan, which offers a vision of future possibilities and blueprints for
reaching those goals, is intended to serve as a living guide that should be
revisited every five or so years to determine if the town is on the correct
course to reach its goals and if those goals have changed.

But, said Select Board Chairman Alice Boyd, “Master plans are only good
if they are implemented.”

To go into effect, the Master Plan must be adopted by the Town at a vote
at Town Meeting next spring. The alternative is that it will be filed away
to be used as a blueprint for when the Town revises its hopes for a Master
Plan sometime in the far future.

Bringa favorite dish to share at the potluck. For information, contact Kathy
Jacobs at 258-4535 or Lynn Rubenstein at 516-408-0597. ¥
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AROUND TowN HALL

By Alice Boyd, Chairman, Select Board

Progress

Our town is in the midst of a major administrative
transformation. The work has been difficult and
results will take time, but substantive progress is being
made. Here’s a synopsis of what’s happeningand what
you can expect in the months to come.

FiscAL & PoLicy

Our Treasurer and a municipal financial consul-
tant are working to rebuild our books and deal with
numerous financial and bookkeeping challenges. We
anticipate that it will take approximately six months
to put our fiscal house in order.

We're still working with the IRS, the Massachusetts
Department of Revenue, and numerous vendors
regarding money we owe and bills not paid. A visit
from a representative of the Department of Local Ser-
vices assured us that our situation is not unique, that
we’re not the first and won’t be the last Massachusetts
town to deal with these types of issues.

We’ll need a Special Town Meeting, likely in Novem-
ber, to fund the extra consulting and staff hours
required to reconstruct the books.

BROADBAND & BONDING

Our Town Administrator has researched and identi-
fied an alternative public finance option available for
Sandisfield: State House Notes, a form of bonding,

We've engaged bond counsel, a requirement to access
our Broadband grant, and we’re closing in on our
readiness to proceed with the state-sponsored MBI
(Massachusetts Broadband Institute) since Wired-
West is no longer an option.

Jeff Bye, our volunteer Broadband Project Manager
and former NASA engineer, continues to attend
meetings and training sessions throughout the
Commonwealth.

We're pursuing parallel tracts on how to provide fiber
to your home. If we need to build we now have the
financial resources to do so. But we're also investigat-
ing options to have a larger corporation fund, build,
and operate our Broadband network with little or no
cost to taxpayers. The corporation that potentially
wires and operates our system would be recouping
their investment with a monthly service charge to the
end-user. An RFP (Request for Proposals) will be
issued this fall to identify interested vendors.

And finally, our new website has just been unveiled. Visit
www.Sandisfield.info, changing shortly to www.Sandjis-
fieldma.gov. And revisit the site regularly as we upload
more content and post all meetings and minutes. Register
to get automatic notifications, pay your taxes, download
forms, or get Broadband updates. ¥

By Bill Price

Town Website

The new website will be launched soon,
if it hasn’t been by the time this issue is
on press. It may be mid-October before
the new domain name, sandisfieldma.gov,
The new site will have
links to local farms and businesses and a
“Things to Do” link with activities.

How About That Pipeline?

For a report on the legal maneuverings of
Citizens v. Tennessee Gas Pipeline Com-
pany over the proposed pipeline through a
corner of Sandisfield, The Times is pleased
to refer our readers to the September 27
issue of the online newspaper, The Berk-

shire Edge.

For those residents with access to wi-fi,
the website for The Berkshire Edge is
www.theberkshireedge.com. Search for
“sandisfield pipeline spawns water quality
battles.”

becomes “live.”

In a complex story, reporter Mary Doug-
las writes that just when Tennessee Gas
thought it was ready to roll into Town and
start digging, agroup of citizens concerned
about the protection of Spectacle Pond and
nearby wetlands and rivers “stuck a stick in
the spokes of the project’s wheel.”

They alleged that the Water Quality Cer-
tification issued by the Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection
failed to comply with state codes governing
water pollution control. At risk were Spec-
tacle Pond, the Clam River, Worthington
Brook, and Spectacle Pond Brook.

After a ruling that would have delayed a
legal decision until next year, Tennessee
Gas appealed. The Citizens appealed the
appeal, and now three jurisdictions are
involved — MassDEP, the Federal District
Court, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the First Circuit.

Court dates are being scheduled into Janu-

ary 2017.

Closer to home, in late September Judge
Agostini of Berkshire Superior Court
ruled that the Town of Sandisfield could
pursue civil litigation regarding its prom-
ised but not forthcoming compensation
from Tennessee Gas, slightly more than
$1 million, but he could not find in the
Town’s favor because such a decision was
beyond his purview.

TOWN NEWS

Tennessee Gas and the Massachusetts Sec-
retary of State, meanwhile, have not yet
been able to negotiate a payment of the
state land that would be taken in building
the pipeline.

Yanner Park

Building Inspector Eric Munson having
determined that the abandoned Albert
Cornish cabin at Yanner Park is hazard-
ous, the building will be demolished this
month by the Highway Department. The
foundation and chimney will remain.

Town Accountant

At the Town Meeting in May, the position
of Town Treasurer was changed from an
clected position to an appointed one and a
new job of Accountant was created to sup-
port the Treasurer and replace the elected
position of Tax Collector. No one knew

then that the jobs would be filled by two

experienced Sandisfield residents.

As most readers know, Town Treasurer
Theresa Spohnholz was a senior auditor
in Alaska and a professional accountant
before moving to Montville in 2013. She
was hired first as the Town’s Librarian and
in June as Treasurer.

In September, the Select Board hired
Dawn Lemon as Accountant. Dawn has
worked as a bookkeeper/accountant since
2008 and has lived on South Sandisfield
Road with her husband and two children
since 2007.

She currently provides accounting services
for several businesses, as well as non-prof-
its, and handles the financial end of grant
programs for a number of towns.

The Accountant position is part-time, a
good thing since Dawn does a few other
jobs around town: secretary for the high-
way superintendent and the Planning
Board, bookkeeper for the Arts Center,
treasurer of the PTA at the Farmington
River school, and she recently helped
develop the new Sandisfield website. The
Secretary of State has ruled that none of
the Town positions she holds create a con-
flict of interest. g
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Preserving Values While Moving Ahead

PROCEDURES ARE NECESSARY,

EVEN IN SMALL TOWNS
By Willie Morales, Town Administrator

In a report on his first 30 days on the job, the Town’s new administrator assessed the

broad challenges facing Sandisfield.

I agree with our Department of Local Services
(DLS) representative, Jim Podolak, that Sand-
isfield is not the only town facing what I like to
call “administrative growing pains.”

Fortunately, through the Baker-Polito munici-
pal modernization act, we have tools to help
provide much-needed updating to the way our
town is run. Many administrative department
heads will be encouraged to participate in con-
tinuing education opportunities. Additionally,
all administrative department heads will be
participating in DLS seminars geared towards
educating town leadership on the changes caused
by the municipal modernization act.

Currently, I am updating the personnel pro-
cedures manual, which along with the town’s
bylaws will serve as the official measure of Sand-
isfield’s administration. Experience has taught
me that within local town government, tradition
is often accepted as official policy. The town’s
manner of operating has relied heavily on the
strengths of personal relationships and social
trusts instead of necessary checks and balances.

One of the challenges for my role as town admin-
istrator is to preserve as much of Sandisfield’s
home-town values as possible while also imple-
menting a solid professional structure. This is
not meant to imply that the town or its depart-
ment heads have not been providing professional
services throughout the history of the adminis-
tration. On the contrary, I seek to provide each
department with the autonomy, professional
training, and accountability necessary to serve

the residents of Sandisfield.

To that end I am implementing a fiscal strategy
that incorporates necessary reporting as controls
for the town’s fiscal operations. In the town’s
previous day-to-day operations, trust in an indi-
vidual’s ability to perform and recall pertinent
fiscal data was enough to authorize sensitive
operations. It is due to the town’s strong neigh-
borly bond and integrity that our present fiscal
setback is not much worse.

Many of the operations performed in town hall
require a broad dissemination of administrative
law, economic theory, accounting expertise, and
tax law familiarity. Amazingly, the town’s per-
sonnel have been able to mitigate through all of

these different disciplines without a set system
of checks and balances. That said, any human
being can experience personal hardships, loss,
happiness, and or even simple boredom, all of
which can lead to mistakes. Because the town’s
administration is a living entity, mistakes in its
operations have compounded through the years.
I believe that we have an opportunity to address
the town’s fiscal challenges; the lack of reporting,
the lack of delegation of tasks, and the lack of

separation of powers.

Fiscally, some adverse decisions have had more
weighted impacts than others. The town has felt
the sting of these decisions most recently because
it seemed that the lack of audits could have
prevented the town’s access to public finance
mechanisms badly needed for broadband pur-
poses. T have addressed the doubts regarding the
town’s ability to secure funding for the broad-
band project. Through DLS’ State House Notes
program, financing broadband is a feasible real-
ity for Sandisfield.

I hope that this brief summary of our town’s
progress instills a sense of security in the reader.
Your town’s administrative staff and leadership is
dedicated to protecting the interests of all Sand-
istield’s residents. We still have plenty of work
ahead of us, but we are in no way derailed by our
recent fiscal setback. We have learned important
lessons in personnel administration and fiscal
accountability, but most importantly we are all
learning to preserve our humanity and humility
in service to the Town of Sandisfield. 'F

AT THE

TURKEY RoLL
By Tom Christopher

Sandisfield’s high rollers were all down at the
American Legion pavilion on Route 8 on the
evening of Friday, September 23.

The occasion was the annual Turkey Roll of
American Legion Post 456. For the payment
of two dollars you could roll the dice to win
a turkey, Cornish game hens, a spiral ham or
shrimp, and for a few more dollars buy tickets for
a selection of power tools or an evening out at a
local restaurant. Refreshments were also served,
and youngand old enjoyed the hot dogs and fries.

Post Commander Maria Domato presided. All
the funds raised by this annual event, she said,
typically in the neighborhood of $1,000, go to
the maintenance of the pavilion which is avail-
able for rental to “anybody...."

The Sandisfield Recreation Committee can
use it any time they want, she said. Members
[of the American Legion Post] can rent it for
$185, non-members for $300, a day.” It’s used,
Maria explained, for everything from weddings
to graduation parties, and the renters get the use
not only of the pavilion but fire and horse-shoe
pits and the ample parking,

The Turkey Roll is held on the third Friday of
every September. It’s a chance to enjoy a local
institution and to show respect for the veterans
who make up our local American Legion Post.
Put it on your calendar for next year. @

FARM STAND
OFFERING:
Eggs. Maple Syrup,
Honey. Veggies.
Herbs, Flowers,
Berries in Season

@ WHENPIGS FLY FARM

222 SANDISFIELD RD., SANDISFIELD, MA 01255

v
P\ FAmLY FARM WITH FAMILY VALUES
a. V whenpigsflyfarmi@verizon.net

4+13-258-3397

AW
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° ° In mid-September, Sandisfield hikers joined

lam Rlver rall work ompleted Doug Bruce, Stewardship Manager for the
BNRC (Berkshire Natural Resources Council),

By Bill Price on awalking tour of the Hammertown Loop, the

newest trail in the Clam River Reserve.

The 1.6-mile Loop begins roughly midway
between the Sandisfield Arts Center and the
bridge across the Clam River on Hammertown
Road. The Loop leads generally eastward toward
the Clam where it turns north to parallel the
river, emerging at the bridge. The trail then
circles back to its beginning, following the road.

The new Loop connects with the well-marked
Clam River Trail that leads south to the Clam
River Loop that begins and ends at the Town
Hall Annex parking lot.

The three trails — which lead past stone walls, a
well-preserved 18th century foundation, a hem-
lock-hardwood forest, huge white pines, and the
ruins of an 18th century mill - are a welcome
introduction to the BNRC’s Clam River Reserve
and a rich asset to Sandisfield. The Clam River
Loop is included in 50 Hikes in the Berkshire
Hills, Lauren Stevens’ collection of the best hikes
in the Berkshires. In the next edition, the three
connected trails should be included.

Local hikers included Janet and Ron Bumstead,
Connie Canty, Anina Carr, Mary Ann Grammer,
Steve Kopiec, Elizabeth and John Kuzmech, Sandy
Parisky, and June Wink. The tour was sponsored
NEW B OSTO N C RANE SERVICE & SLE DS by thc}l]3NRé and the Sandisfield Arts Cfc)entcr.

Snowmobiles, ATV’s, Generators, Trailers,
Lawn & Garden Equipment, Log Splitt

Parts & Service available for most
bikes, ATV’s & snowmobiles

> P.LFIFIIS

A second opportunity to hike the new Hammer-
town Loop will occur on Wednesday morning,
October 12. Hikers can join Mike Leavitt of the
BNRC on a 2-hour guided walk along the same
/ route taken by the hikers in September. Sign-
up is unnecessary. Meet at 9 a.m. at the pull-off
gzl © STIHL » EO opposite 35 Hammertown Road, about a half-

OPEN: Tues - Fri 9am - 6pm / Sat & Mon 9am - 3pm mile uphill from the Arts Center.

Sun 9am - 1pm / closed Mon (Nov 1-April 1) The trail includes one steep descent and one
Route 8 / P.O. Box 691 413-258-4653 long, moderate ascent. The steep sections are
Sandisfield, MA 01255 fax 413-258-2884 on a trail with good footing. If questions, con-
www.newbostoncrane.com nbcss @ verizon.net tact Mike Leavict at 413-499-0596 or mleavitt@

bnrc.org. ¥

N

D BEER # WINE + LIQUOR / Orchid Blossom

omaney 4 Healing Avte
| auren Paul, DiPl. Ac

Fine Wine » Unique Beer x Discount Liquors

Temperature Controlled Wine Room  Cigar Humidor 413-258-4296
66 Main St. Great Barrington, MA 01230
p. (413) 528-0024 * f. (413) 528-6093 AcuPuncturc and Shiatsu

www.domaneys.com
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An abridged chapter of a book in preparation

The Great 1911 Sandisfield Moonshine Raid

Not ExXAcCTLY “MAPLE SYRUP”

By Lorraine German

To the casual observer, Nathan Kalman and his
neighbor, Abraham Kravitz, were just two more
immigrants from New York’s Jewish ghetto

who had bought defunct farms in Sandisfield

in search of a better life.

But the relative seclusion of Kalman’s house up
on Town Hill Road provided the perfect cover
for one of the largest illicit brandy stills in the
state.

Making illegally distilled liquor, known as
moonshine, was a lucrative source of income
during the early 20th century since it evaded the
$1.10 per gallon tax (equivalent to about $29
today) that legitimate distillers had to pay the
Internal Revenue Service.

Illicit kosher brandy was especially profitable
because the large Jewish population in New
York City provided those who made it with a
market eager for their product.

In fact, the investigation into the source of the
moonshine began after large quantities of kosher
brandy, disguised as “maple syrup,” began show-
ing up in Jewish neighborhoods.

The IRS agent assigned to the case was Green
Miller, an investigator who had been instrumen-
tal in uncovering illicit stills in his home state
of Kentucky. After a month following leads,
Miller tracked the shipments of illegal brandy
back to Kalman and Kravitz in Sandisfield.

He obtained warrants for the two distillers in
Springfield and enlisted the help of another rev-
enue agent and a deputy U. S. marshal.

On a cold February day in 1911, the three

Demolished in 1980, the Jonathan &
Thankful Smith House is believed to have
dated to the 1780s with a main house
added several decades later. As with many
abandoned farmsteads in Sandisfield, by
the early 1900s the property was changing
owners frequently. Nathan Kalman, who
apparently bad been living in the house, took
title in April 1910 and sold in late 1911.

Today the place is an overgrown lot offering
no hint this bad been a thriving farmstead
— andfor a short time a major bootleg
operation.

Photo: 1961,
Sandisfield Historical Society

officers headed to Kalman’s house on the out-
skirts of Montville in northwest Sandisfield,
first by train and then by sleigh. They arrived
late in the afternoon and found Kalman and
Kravitz at home, along with another man and
several women and children.

As they searched the house for evidence, they
came upon a locked door, which Kalman, in
broken English, tried to dissuade them from
entering. Breaking open the lock, they went
down stairs into the cellar where they discov-
ered a well-constructed still, capable of holding
150 gallons. Stacked around the room were
containers marked “soda” that held grape sugar
and copper-lined crates marked “maple syrup.”

After destroying the still with an axe, Miller and
the officers returned to Springfield with their
prisoners and the evidence.

The raid in Sandisfield uncovered one of the
most important illegal distilleries ever found in
the United States and authorities believed that
it had been in operation since Kalman moved
into the house four years earlier.

Kalman and Kravitz were indicted for conduct-
ing an illicit still. Kalman’s brother-in-law,
Max Frankel, who received the brandy in New
York City, was indicted for conspiracy to vio-
late Internal Revenue laws. Nathan Kalman
was sentenced to five months in jail. Frankel
received a three-month sentence, suspended
until Kalman’s release so he could care for Kal-
man’s family in Montville. The case against
Abraham Kravitz was filed as pending and it’s
unclear whether he was ever sentenced. ¥

A CENTURY OF JEWISH LIFE:
UNDER PREPARATION

Lorraine German, of Sandisfield and North
Granby, Connecticut, is the principal researcher
and author of A Century of Jewish Life in
Sandisfield, expected to be published in early
2018. The book aims to be a definitive history of
the local Jewish community between the 1890s

and 1995.

All aspects of Jewish experience in Sandisfield
will be included: roughly three eras of family
settlement; economic, cultural, and religious life;
and family biographies and genealogies.

Lorraine’s research has uncovered long forgotten
incidents and stories reported in Berkshire
and Litchfield county newspapers such as this
vignette about local moonshiners.

If you have family histories related to the
narrative of the life and times of Sandisfield’s
Jewish community, please contact Lorraine at
860-653-5733 or by email at madriverantiques@
aol.com or Ron Bernard at 860-324-3669 or
Ronbernard@aol.com

Jewish Life in
Small-Town New
England

Dr. Michael B. Hoberman at
the Arts Center, November 12

Thelocal group researchingand writinga book about
Sandisfield’s Jewish history in the early 20th century,
to be published in early 2018, has announced that
nationally known historian and author, Dr. Michael
B. Hoberman of Fitchburg State University, will speak
at the Arts Center next month on the history of Jews
in rural farming communities in the Berkshires.

A professor of American literature, Dr. Hoberman
is the author of books and scholarly articles on New
England folklore and early Jewish American his-
tory. He will draw on oral history research from his
work, “How Strange It Seems,” including the mostly
untold story of Jewish farming communities in the
Berkshires since the late 1800s. He will also devote
attention to his more recent exploration of the rela-
tionship between Jews and Puritans in the colonial
and Revolutionary War period.

Co-sponsored with the Sandisfield Arts Center,
event admission is free and is scheduled for Saturday,
November 12, at the Arts Center, 11 a.m. For more
information on the event or the book project, contact
Sandy Parisky at 860-798-1091 or email at Sandy@
SanfordParisky.com or Joanne Olson at 718-227-
6427 or Joanneo@aol.com. §
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MEMORY LANE

SANDISFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

Farmington River Regional School -

Noel and Carolyn Nilson, formerly
of Rood Hill Road, sent this 1980
photo of their then neighbor, Michael
Cormier, who was helping the
Nilsons restore their 1896 pipe organ.
Michael is standing inside the works
of the organ. The Nilsons bave since
moved to Cleveland, Obio, while
Michael lives in Sandisfield. The
organ is now the property of the East-
man School of Music in Rochester,
New York.

We would like to include your photos
of Sandisfield people or events be-
tween 1950 and 1990 in our Memory
Lane column. Please send photos to
us at PO Box 584, Sandisfield, MA
01255. If'you're online, send your
photos to editor@sandisfieldtimes.
org. Include your name and tele-
phone and a note with as much detail
as possible: names, dates, locations.

Photo: Noel Nilson

| QUR FRIENDS

AND NEIGABORS

When an interesting pair of hikers passed by
Simon Winchester’s place on Silverbrook
Road, he stopped his chores to engage them
in conversation. They said they were hiking
all of Sandisfield’s dirt roads. If you are one
of these hikers or know who they are, please
get in touch with the editor at 413-429-7179.
We'd like to find out who they are, how
they’re doing on their hikes, when did they
start, why Sandisfield when the Berkshires
are cluttered with dirt roads, all the stuff that
interests readers of our newspaper.

DATES TO NOTE IN OCTOBER

¢  Oct.3: School Committee Meeting, Library, 7 p.m.

e  QOct. 10: Columbus Day, no school

e  QOct 1l School Council Meeting, 3:15 p.m.

® Oct.13: Picture Day

e Qct. 15: Otis Cultural Council Fall Arcs Festival, 9 a.m.-
3 p.m. at FRRS

*  Oct.20: PTA Meeting, Library, 3:15 p.m.

In the Art Room

Plans from Laura Catullo, Teacher

Upper-grade students will be designing postcards illustrating fun
they’ve had over the summer. Lower-grade pupils will beging with

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEEDS BoxTOPS

The Farmington River Elementary School PTA has issued a call for more
box tops.

The PTA raises money to help provide programs and resources for students,
and last year the group earned over $1,000 by collecting box tops. The PTA
total fundraising was nearly $15,000.

You don’t have to be connected to the school or the PTA to participate in
box top collecting. Clip the box tops and store them until you have a good-
sized batch. Throw away tops with expired expiration dates. You can ask
friends to collect for you.

When you have a batch, send them to the school with a student or mail
them to the Farmington River PTA, PO Box 679, Otis, MA 01253. Each
one counts. If you have a 