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By July, the fireflies 
have already had 
their time.  It’s hard 
to tell in the shad-
ows that shorten by 
quickening sunsets 
which of them are 
close enough in 
tandem to be the 
eyes of a coyote lurk-
ing and which a calf 
late to answer its call 
to the barn.

By now, the swal-
lows that build nests 
up high in the barn 
have given up their 
young to f light.  
New barns can’t match the feel of an older, weathered barn until the swallows flit through 
the door.

The lilies are beginning to bloom, suffusing the pasture with an unlikely sweetness, a strange 
homage to summer just as early evening sunlight begins to fade.

The cows find the clover, sweetening the milk.  Soft rains are bringing back more quickly 
what they take.

It’s an especially playful crop of calves, two matched bulls for the yoke, and a Guernsey with 
a doting mother always guided it seems by the stunning bold red heifer, Rosie.  There is 
never enough time to watch them, a fleeting gift of summer in one of the famed hill towns 
of Berkshire County.

Next door in Monterey, the three-year-old cow Firefly wanders pastures at Blue Hills Farm, 
which shows off its horizon as a muted shade of slate grey.

In less humid skies, off in the distance is the great humped whale, Greylock, that at times 
seems to breach in the mist.  Writer Herman Melville saw it from his studio at Arrowhead, 
his 18th-century Pittsfield farmhouse, and it struck a mariner’s cord with him as he penned 
Moby Dick.

But Melville couldn’t sustain a vocation as farmer, and by the 1840s had succumbed to its 
relentless and challenging tasks and an unfulfilling friendship with neighbor Nathanial 
Hawthorne and moved back to New York.

The Berkshires continue to mesmerize, beckoning but not divulging the price that winter 
brings.  It is the price we pay to live here. 

A 1940s Farmall tractor in vintage condition sits in a field along Rt. 57 
near Gedney Farm after the first cutting of the summer.

An Ode to Summer
By Brigitte Ruthman

“Sandisfield,  
We Stand With You!”
As many as 250 people assembled at Spectacle Pond to 
support the town’s fight against a third pipeline through 
private and state forest land and the drawing down of over 
a million gallons of pristine water.  Story and photos begin 
on page 8. 

“Our Town”  
Plays in England!
Over nine days, 26 amateur actors from Sandisfield and 
surrounding towns put on seven “moving  and very pro-
fessional” performances of “Our Town” at the incredible  
seaside stage of the Minack Theatre in Cornwall.  The 
experience, said one performer, “gave my heart and soul the 
feeling that anything in life is possible.”  Story and photos 
begin on page 10.  



Page 2 	 The Sandisfield Times

TOWN NEWS
By Bill Price

Smoothing It Out
Most of the axle-busting potholes on Town Hill Road and West Street 

were temporarily filled and rolled level during the third week in 
June.  Drivers must still use caution since the road crew couldn’t get 

all the holes, though they did get the worst ones.  Here, from left, Road 
Superintendent Bobby O’Brien, roller operator Ralph Leavenworth, 

and truck driver David McCuin work on West Street near Stump 
Road.  The most heavily damaged sections of both roads are scheduled 

for repaving this fall.        Photo:   Bill Price

Selectman John Skrip came home in early July following a difficult recu-
peration after being stricken with serious health problems during a visit to 
Mexico.  Following surgery in Arizona, John underwent a lengthy rehabili-
tation before returning to Sandisfield.

John is slowly resuming his duties on the Select Board and expects to be fully 

up to speed by mid-August.  He was recently released from home confine-
ment, although he’s not allowed yet to drive

John and his wife, Rosanne, told The Times that they were grateful for the 
messages and flowers and “incredible support” they received from the town 
and from friends and neighbors, both while they were in Yuma and after 
they returned.  “We’re not on a regular routine yet,” Rosanne said.  “We have 
appointment schedules that would challenge the best administrative assis-
tant in the world.  But I can’t express how glad John and I are to be home.” 

Selectman Skrip on the Mend

Baked Ham for Supper
The New Boston Congregational Church hosted its annual fund-raising 

ham and scalloped potato supper June 25, serving over 80 dinners to 
friends and neighbors and others who simply came by for a well-cooked, 
delicious meal.  In the kitchen, carver Rodney Loring worked through a 
large number of well-baked hams, assisted by, from left, Laurie Loring, 

Sandy Morrison, and Evelyn Loring.  Many others pitched in as line 
servers and to make Firehouse #2 welcoming for the event. 

Town Administrator
On July 28, the Select Board hired 
a new Town Administrator.  Willie 
Morales, who recently moved to 
Springfield, will begin his duties 
early August.  Willie holds a mas-
ter’s degree in public policy from the 
University of Northern Iowa.  While 
in Iowa he served as city manager for 
Hudson, a town of 2,500 with a $4 
million budget.  Selectman John 
Skrip interviewed Willie’s refer-
ences and said, “I had to stop some 
of them from telling me even more 
good things about him.  Five glowing 
references.”

The board received nine applications 
for the job and interviewed three.  
Negotiations are underway to share 
the part-time position with another 
town.

Select Board Chairman Alice Boyd 
said, “We’re very glad to welcome 
Willie to Town Hall.  A lot of work 
has been stacking up, and he will be 
very busy for awhile.”  

The Silverbrook Café
Connie D’Andrea reports that the 
July 21 TD Bank auction for the 
former Silverbrook Café was suc-
cessful.  She said that the building, 
which has been closed since October 
2014, was sold to the highest bidder.  
No other information is available at 
press time.

Save Two Dates
A Sandisfield Discussion will be held 
Saturday, August 27, at 10:00 a.m. at 
Old Town Hall, providing seasonal 
and year-round residents alike with 

an opportunity to provide input to 
the Select Board.

Master Plan Potluck Dinner in mid-
September (date and location to be 
announced).  All Boards and town 
residents are invited to review and 
discuss implementation of the Sand-
isfield Master Plan.

Rt. 57 Bridge, River 
Road Detour
Repair work is expected to begin this 
fall.  Delays in plan approvals/paper-
work have been caused by manpower 
shortages at state agencies.

Determination has been made 
that the work, estimated to last 
six months, will move faster if the 
bridge is completely closed, which 
will require an awkward detour along 
narrow, one-way River Road.  Traffic 
will be monitored by stop lights, as it 
was during the bridge construction 
in 1993.  Presumably large trucks will 
be prohibited on the detour, although 
the bridge at the foot of South Beech 
Plain Road may be reinforced by a 
temporary steel truss.

Police Presence at the 
Dump
The supervisor at the Transfer Sta-
tion, Tony Melloni, has reported 
individuals dumping without permits 
and inappropriate behavior on their 
part toward him when challenged.  
The result is that Police Chief Mike 
Morrison will provide an occasional 
police presence during dump hours 
with the intention of catching and 
identifying these people.  The fine 
will cost more than a permit. 
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                      DAYLILIES 

The daylilies remind me of my Aunt Romona. 
She shows up for two weeks each summer 
Dressed in a flaming orange dress 
Determined to upstage everyone that plays … 
With her swaying, dancing, posing ways.

And she brought her friends this year. 
A mob of color that raise their arms 
Along the roads and breathe new life 
Into a dying Spring that really needs 
Reassurance from these fancy weeds.

The thing about my Aunt Romona 
Is that she only stays a couple weeks. 
She’s a flower, not a dove 
And she always uses up my love 
With her game of hide and seek.

Val Coleman 
Town Hill Road 

Sandisfield’s Librarian Theresa 
Spohnholz was named Town Trea-
surer in June, which might have 
surprised a few residents.  

What does a librarian know about 
keeping track of figures for a town 
with a budget this fiscal year of over 
$3 million?

For more than four years, until 
2009, Terry was a senior auditor in 
Anchorage, Alaska, working for a 
major CPA firm where she prepared and audited financial statements, ensured 
grant compliance, and conducted Federal and State audits serving govern-
ment, school districts, and non-profit organizations.

Before that she was finance director for the Boys and Girls Clubs of South-
Central Alaska, a non-profit with more than thirty clubs throughout the state 
with an annual budget of over $10 million.

When she moved back to the Lower 48 in 2009, she worked for a few years 
as an accountant for firms in Maryland before she “retired” and moved to 
Sandisfield in 2013.  Once here, she began a long process of rehabbing the 
old James Merrill house in Montville into a charming and welcoming home.  
Last year she was hired as Town Librarian.

A graduate of the University of Alaska at Anchorage with a BBA in Account-
ing and a lot of CPA work in her recent past, this librarian knows her way 
around the financial books.  Fortunately for local library users, she also knows 
a lot about books with stories in them. 

Librarian Named Town 
Treasurer
By Bill Price

Terry Spohnholz,  
Treasurer/Librarian

The designer for The Sandisfield Times,  Tina Sotis, formerly of Sandis-
field, is at present enduring a family tragedy.  Tina moved to Greenwich, 
New York, in May 2015 to be near her sister, Lynne Sotis Bittner, who 
was beginning treatments for a particularly aggressive cancer.  A member 
of the Sandisfield Players, Tina made the trip to England last month for 
the “Our Town” production.  When she returned, her sister had taken 
a turn for the worse and then suddenly, four days later, their mother, 
Linda Sotis, also of Greenwich, suffered a massive stroke and died July 
10.  Unaware of her mother’s death, Lynne died on July 20.

The irony of her role in “Our Town,” as Mrs. Webb, the mother of Emily, 
is poignant.   Tina wrote:  “In the Act Three my daughter returns from 
the grave on her 12th birthday, pleading with me to ‘really look at one 
another.’  As Mrs. Webb, written as a practical and unsentimental 
housewife, I am too preoccupied in finding the just the right spice for 
my daughter’s birthday cake.  My character is too 'busy' to hear or care 
about my daughter’s recognition that ‘earth is too beautiful for anyone 
to realize.’

“Now, I have lost my mother; ten days later my dear sister died.  Both 
women were the two most precious people in my life.  These deaths, 
while cruel and merciless, have made me realize how important it is to 
stay as conscious as we can of all the beauty that life offers.

“Lately, I feel as if I’m floating high above the earth, seeing it the way 
the astronauts do:  a glowing green and blue orb, circling in the perfect 
black, the perfect silence.  Life’s petty concerns are becoming meaning-
less.  The only thing that matters is the big picture, life itself, and love.

 “Be good to yourselves and each other, my dear Sandisfield family.  Life 
is so precious.  And so very, very short.” 

The Town of Sandisfield joined the state attor-
ney general’s office at a compensation hearing in 
Berkshire Superior Court in mid-July to deter-
mine if promised compensation from Kinder 
Morgan/Tennessee Gas to the Town, slightly 
more than $1 million, would ever be handed 
over.  Select Board Chairman Alice Boyd has 
reported that KM no longer responds to phone 
calls or emails, and she is concerned that KM is 
preparing to ignore the promised, but unsigned 
agreement to compensate the Town for road and 
other infrastructure damage plus legal bills.

Alice reported that at the court a second hearing 
was scheduled for the last week in July to hear 
arguments regarding the Town’s compensation.  
The latest information, she adds, is that Judge 

John Agostini “may deal with the issue based on 
paper submissions.”

A second issue still alive in court is regards the fact 
that Sandisfield landowners who will be affected by 
the pipeline construction have joined the Pipe Line 
Awareness Network for the Northeast (PLAN) and 
the Berkshire Environmental Action Team (BEAT) 
in a legal appeal of the 401 water quality certificate 
issued by the Mass. Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) for the pipeline project.

PLAN’s president, Kathryn Eiseman, said, “Otis 
State Forest has become a flashpoint for a lot of 
people.  We all want to make sure that the natural 
resources here are protected, and that DEP and 
Kinder Morgan follow the letter of the law.”

Two Pipeline Issues Alive in Court
Will We Get Paid and Water Quality Appeal
By Bill Price
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In May 2015, Sandisfield voters resoundingly 
approved permitting us to secure bonding to 
build a fiber broadband network based on the 
model developed by WiredWest.

Since that time there has been a breakdown in dis-
cussions between the state-funded Massachusetts 
Broadband Institute (MBI) and WiredWest, a 
cooperative of local towns.  Unfortunately, prog-
ress came to a halt.  The dedication of volunteers 
toward the WiredWest vision has been excep-
tional, but MBI and the state will not support 
WiredWest in moving forward in the role that 
they and their member towns had envisioned.

And here we are in Sandisfield, with less Internet 
infrastructure than China, Bangladesh, and parts 
of Africa.

On June 16, Sandisfield representatives met with 
Governor Charlie Baker’s appointee Bill Ennen 
who has been tasked to help western Mass towns 
move forward. 

On the 18th, the Select Board named a Broad-
band Committee to focus solely on this project.  
Jean Atwater-Williams, who has committed 
thousands of hours to bringing Broadband to our 
town and region, and Jeff Bye, a retired NASA 
Senior Engineer and recently moved to Sandis-
field who has volunteered to be our Technical 
Project Manager, will anchor the new Commit-
tee.  I’ll continue to work on the organizational 
and financial aspects of the project.

Bill Ennen stated in a recent e-mail: “I’ve been brag-
ging about what a great team you have in Sandisfield.”

Where do we go from here? For the past six 
months Jeff and I met weekly with leaders from 
Tolland, Tyringham, New Marlborough, and 
Monterey to consider alternatives and move the 
Broadband agenda forward.  We’ve met with a 
half-dozen Internet providers and consultants 
and have looked at other networks where there 
may be some options.

We’ve researched:

•	 Wireless networks and realized this is 
impossible in Sandisfield due to our topog-
raphy and the high iron content of our soil 
and leaf cover.

•	 Hybrid networks.

•	 All fiber networks.

•	 Regional networks and outsourcing. 

Without WiredWest it comes 
down to two options.
Option One:  Bring an established provider in 
to build and operate the network.  We would use 
$620,000 of our $1.2 million grant to design the 
network with MBI and then hand over the plan 
to a corporation to build and operate.  We are now 
attempting to woo one of the four large provid-
ers but this is an uphill battle as Sandisfield has 
a low “density” rate (i.e., a small market for the 
corporation) and has to wire a whopping 90 miles 
of roads.  Our market is simply too small for most 
companies.

Option Two:  Build the network ourselves, off-
setting the cost with the same grant, and then join 
forces with our neighbors to operate regionally. 
This is the more likely option and would tradi-
tionally require the town to secure a bond to pay 
for the network. Unfortunately our town is not 
currently “bondable” due to the lack of audits and 
poor bookkeeping. We are seeking alternatives to 
bonding that could include grants and loans, and 
we’ve improved our bookkeeping systems.  If the 
town pursues this option, at some point we will 

need to select a network operator.  It is possible 
that WiredWest may re-emerge to fill this role.

These other options may result in fewer services 
and higher costs than what was proposed by 
WiredWest, but bringing broadband to our resi-
dents is critical and is a top priority of the Select 
Board. 

Broadband is a major catalyst toward local eco-
nomic development and has been shown to have 
a significant impact on property values.  We’re 
committed to making this happen as quickly and 
as well as possible. 

Around Town Hall
By Alice Boyd, Chairman, Select Board

Our Quest for 
Broadband

WHEN PIGS FLY FARM  
222 SANDISFIELD RD., SANDISFIELD, MA 01255

A FAMILY FARM WITH FAMILY VALUES
whenpigsflyfarm1@verizon.net

413-258-3397

FARM STAND 
OFFERING:

Eggs, Maple Syrup, 
Honey, Veggies, 
Herbs, Flowers, 

Berries in Season

The H illside 
Garden Inn

An intimate B & B, offering gracious 
hospitality and charming, immaculate 

accommodations in the historic  
c. 1784 Elijah Twining house. 

The perfect place for your  
out-of-town guests!

Innkeepers
Rosanne Carinci-Hoekstra

Steven Hoekstra

3 Tolland Road
Sandisfield, MA 
413.258.4968

www.hillsidegardeninn.com





 On the historic green at Tolland Center, Rte 57,  
Saturday, Sept. 3, 9 am to 4 pm.  

Rain or shine.   Mark your calendar.  
Info Contact:  inkoming@netzero.net

Co� unity 
Tag Sale

TOLLAND, MASS.
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66 Main St. Great Barrington, MA 01230
p. (413) 528-0024 * f. (413) 528-6093

www.domaneys.com

Fine Wine * Unique Beer  * Discount Liquors
Temperature Controlled Wine Room * Cigar Humidor

Domaney’s
BEER    WINE    LIQUOR 

ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 13,  
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  

Dancing from 7:00 to 10:00 
p.m. at Fire House #2 

on Route 57. Tickets are 
available from any of the 

volunteers and will not be 
sold at the door.  

Call A & M Auto, 258-3381  
for tickets.  

Buy ice cream bars  
afterwards to benefit the  

Sandisfield Scholarship Fund.

SANDISFIELD  
VOLUNTEER 

FIREMEN 
 STEAK ROAST  

Council on 
Aging
By Linda Riiska

Greetings everyone.  We hope you’re enjoying the 
summer.

On July 13 we were finally able to hold our 
Annual York Lake Networking Picnic at the 
actual York Lake.  Last year we had to postpone 
it several times because of rain and finally held it 
indoors.  This year it was a day of perfect weather.  
We had lots of good food and great company.  
The COA extends a special thank you to the help-
ful and welcoming Park Ranger on duty that day.

The foot-care nurse will be in town on August 2.  
Call 258-4816 for information.  

Farmer’s Market Coupons should be here in 
August.  Call 258-4816 for information.

A new fiscal year means new opportunities 
through the tax work-off program.  Apply at 
Town Hall Annex.  The applications are easy 
and confidential. 

A new building stands where the 
New Boston Store, for more than 
160 years, parceled out goods and 
services to Sandisfield and Tolland 
residents until October 2012 when 
a runaway truck destroyed the west 
half of the building.

Standing on the curve where Rt. 8 
joins Rt. 57, the store was the most 
recognizable building in Sandis-
field, probably more so even than 
the New Boston Inn just up the 
road.  The truck, loaded with sev-
eral tons of asphalt destined for a 
repaving of New Hartford Road, 
lost its brakes after the last curve 
coming down the steep hill from 
Tolland and, careening around the 
corner at the stop sign, crashed into 
the front of the building.

No one was physically hurt in the 
crash, but for more than three 
years the building suffered a long 
and visible period of uncertainty.  
Ultimately, whatever part of the 
building that remained stand-
ing was declared unstable and 
unrepairable.

The owner, Susan Campetti 
Murray, a former proprietor of the store, took the building down and constructed a totally new 
building on part of the footprint of the original store.  The front of the building still faces the 
dangerous highway curve, but is protected now by a row of boulders.

The back of the building has become, in a way, the front, with a view away from the highway and 
up Tannery Road and the Farmington River.  The back of the building opens onto a landscaped 
garden with a wooden staircase reaching a veranda off the second-floor landing.

Sue Murray is using the upstairs as living quarters while the bottom floor stands empty, she says, 
“in case someone wants to put another business there, sometime in the future.”  

New Life at an Old Landmark Site
By Bill Price

The New Boston Store, 2010, while still open for business.

The new building on part of the same footprint.
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LOOKING GLASS GARDENS will host 
Yoga classes instructed by Kim Kost 

(200-hour Certified Teacher).  
Kim has trained at Yoga To The People 

and she continues training at the 
Dharma Yoga Center in New York.

Classes will be held from 
10 am to 11 am for all levels 
and will be held bi-weekly.   

$15.00 per person.  
Children under 18 must be accompanied 
by a parent or have a signed waiver.  

Bring a towel or yoga mat and enjoy a 
relaxing yoga session surrounded by 

our beautiful gardens.    

LOCATION:    LOOKING GLASS GARDENS
19 Dodd Road
Sandisfield, MA 01255
413-258-3375

Classes Saturdays:
August 6th & 20th

in  theGardens
Yoga 

Sandisfield  
Class of 2016
Farmington River  
Elementary School
Jacob Albert Gray
Ruby Caroline Smith

Monument Mountain  
High School
Katrina Campetti, High Honors 
Lily Cormier
Paige Gray
Nicole Hryckvich, Honors
Klay Paspuletti
Anna Snyder
Katie Strattman
Scott Stringham

Mount Everett High School
Ashley Sermini

Sharps Go Here
In mid-June, residents had the opportunity to 

properly dispose of sharps (used needles), outdated 
medicine, and other medical waste past its use-by 
date.  At the request of the Council on Aging with 

funding from the Sandisfield Fire/Ambulance 
Service, a site was set up at Firehouse #2 where vol-
unteers Zoe Nelson and Sandy Morrison collected 
the items with a smile.  The material collected was 

then turned over to MedWaste for disposal.

Call for Yuletide 
Actors
Actor volunteers are wanted for two plays 
to be performed during the Yuletide 
Extravaganza at the Sandisfield Arts Center 
in December.

Needed: One boy to play a major role who 
can appear to be 9 years old; one older man 
to appear in his 70s-80s; one woman in her 
early twenties; six young men age 18 and up; 
six additional young men aged 18 and up who 
speak German; two men in their 40s-50s. 

Auditions will be held at the Arts Center, 
Sunday, August 14,  2-4 p.m.  For further 
information, please contact Tina deManbey 
at 258-4016, or email at  asmallcrowd@
verizon.net.  

Orchid Blossom  
Healing Arts

Lauren Paul, Dipl. Ac
413-258-4296

Acupuncture and Shiatsu

1873 East Otis Road
East Otis, MA 01029

413.269.4309
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Whether it’s a neW home, addition or complete remodel

“When Quality and Professionalism Are a Must”
“We Handle All the Details”

Local references available.

HIL
#144855

Nick DellaGiustina
413-258-2821

MA LIC
#38268

Steve DellaGiustina
413-258-4996

Bessie Brooks Rowley was perhaps the last person to teach in a one-room Sandisfield school, a tradition that 
spanned some 180 years.  After her graduation from Westfield State Teachers College in 1939, she began 
her career teaching grades 1-8 at the one-room Beech Plain school.  She continued to teach Sandisfield 
schoolchildren for more than 40 years.

The one-room school closed in 1950 when Sandisfield’s neighborhood schools were consolidated at the 
“The New School” (now the Town Hall Annex).  Bessie is pictured here at her desk at the New School in 
May 1982, shortly before her retirement.

Bessie and her husband, Marvin Rowley, ran their large working ancestral family farm at Spectacle Pond 
until his death in 1984.  The abandoned farm buildings, now owned by the State of Massachusetts, still 
stand on Cold Spring Road.

Born in 1917, Bessie died in 1995.  She also served in the historical society, and was organist at the New Boston 
and Otis Congregational churches.  Her niece by marriage, Nancy Rowley Loring of West Otis, described 
Bessie as a happy, generous and down-to-earth person who often exclaimed, “Well, for corn sakes!”  

Don Victor collection/The Record 

Bessie Rowley - Last of Her Kind

 Road
Memory Sandisfield 

Arts 
Center

5 Hammertown Rd, Sandisfield, MA
413-258-4100
INFO/TICKETS: 

SANDISFIELDARTSCENTER ORG

august

This program is supported in part by a grant from the (name of local cultural council), a local agency which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.

These programs are supported in part by a grant from 
the Sandisfield Cultural Council, a local agency which 

is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

In the Gallery• 
AUGUST 6-28
JOE BAKER: Paintings
ARTIST RECEPTION: 
SAT, AUG 6, 2-4PM 
SAT, AUG 13 2pm  $15
children under 12 $5- 

FROM MADNESS 
TO MUSIC: 
DOCUMENTARY & 
DISCUSSION: the power of 
music to bring people living in 
conflict together

SAT, AUG 27 8pm  $20 

ERIC MARTIN & 
KAREN AXELROD - 
traditional dance music with 
violin, viola, piano, accordion 
and voice
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 15 musical guests
 Food provided by Villa Mia
 Drinks provided by local breweries and wineries

Go to campkinderland.org/festival for advance tickets ($80 per day)
along with line-up, advertising, booth rental, venue address, and volunteer info.

JOIN US FOR A FAMILY-FRIENDLY MUSIC AND ARTS FESTIVAL! 
Labor Day Weekend, Sept. 3-4, 2016 in Tolland, MA 
At Camp Kinderland, 1543 Colebrook River Road

FEATURING DAR WILLIAMS 
AND GUY DAVIS

On a warm Saturday afternoon, mid-summer 1969, a multitude of eager 
revelers from near and far packed together on a hillside of a former dairy 
farm facing a bandstand to enjoy live music and passionate speakers.  

Wait.  Strike that date.  It was actually July 16, 2016.  

This social activism celebration on the hilly picnic area overlooking lower 
Spec was pure 1960s déja-vu.  Pleased organizers estimated attendance at 
about 250, well above expectations and probably the largest gathering of 
all time at this place, the former Rowley Bros. Farm, now part of Otis State 
Forest, supposedly permanently protected conservation land under Mas-
sachusetts Constitutional Article 97.  

The many Sandisfield and Otis residents in the crowd marveled at the num-
bers of supporters who came from all over western Massachusetts, Boston, 
New York State, Connecticut.  

Cars lined both sides of Cold Spring Road as far as the eye could see, east 
and west.  Young families strolled with babies and dogs.  There were plenty 
of grandmothers and no shortage of old guys with gray ponytails.  Busloads 
of teens from Camp Kinderland in Tolland bounded in enthusiastically to 
welcoming cheers.  

Colorful protest signs and banners were everywhere.  Really good folk sing-
ing between the speakers set the mood.  And watermelon!  Dozens brought 
kayaks, canoes, and paddle boats to form a “flotilla” and cruise the pond 
after the rally.

At one point four local and state police cruisers stood by.  Maybe in case 
the mob got out of hand?

This was simply a Berkshires-style Yazgur’s farm “happening,” not exactly 
Woodstock but festive and with a serious purpose.

People came to voice their dismay about gas pipeline expansions and associ-
ated environmental issues and pledged support to protect Sandisfield and 
Spectacle Pond.

Two aging Kinder Morgan pipelines (1950; 1981) lay nearby – in fact, at 
the closest point to the pond exactly 976 feet upland.  

The company wants to seize public and private land to expand its right-of-
way for a third line and to drain over a million gallons from the pond to 
flush the line during construction.  

For nearly three years the Town and residents with the help of State Rep-
resentative Smitty Pignatelli and Senator Ben Downing and support from 
organized opponents state-wide have been resolute.  The State Attorney 
General has joined the struggle to preserve Article 97 but Federal law and 
policy and legal precedent are big counter weights.  A major legal challenge 
to the system might be required.  However, time is running out as crucial 
decision points loom.  

The “Solidarity Rally” was organized by The Sugar Shack Alliance and 
co-sponsored by at least nine other grass roots environmental and anti-
pipeline groups, including Sandisfield Taxpayers Opposed to the Pipeline 
(STOP).  Several had vigorously opposed a proposed $5 billion pipeline 

Pipeline Protest Rally at 
Spectacle Pond
“Sandisfield,  
We Stand With You!” 
By Ron Bernard
Photos: Geoff Coelho, Bill Price, Rene Theberg



August 2016 Page 9

FOR TICKETS & INFORMATION:  www.newmarlborough.org          (413) 229-2785

Receptions with the artists after the performances  
Art Gallery shows through Oct. 2nd

Saturdays at 4:30 pm
August 27-October 8

At the historic Meeting House
In scenic New Marlborough, Mass.

For lovers of world-class music
and lively literary chat.
                  — Rural Intelligence

August 27  Neave Trio 
Performing Haydn Trio in D major Hob.XV no.16, Dvorak Trio in f minor op.65, and 
Piazzolla “Estaciones Porteñas”.  

September 3  Douglas Trumbull at Trumbull Studios
A presentation and demonstration in the Magi Theater Pod where you will see works-
in-progress of a revolutionary new movie technology. Advance tickets required.

September 10  Simon Shaheen
“From Cairo to Andalusia,” a program of traditional Egyptian and Syrian music, plus 
improvisations and original compositions by Simon Shaheen. 

September 17  Simone Dinnerstein  
Harold Lewin Memorial Concert
Pianist Simone Dinnerstein performs Schubert and Glass. 

September 24  The Sebastians
Baroque and classical. “Over the Alps”, traces the musical evolution of the Italian 
style as it migrated over the mountains to the Austro-German regions. 

October 1  Clarinetist Paul Green and combo
Paul Green and his Jazz/Jewish fusionband “Two Worlds” with Sephardic Singer 
Sarah Aroeste in a program that presents Jazz, Klezmer and Sephardic music. 

October 8  Award-Winning Authors with Host Simon Winchester
Author Simon Winchester with guest Novelist Nicholson Baker, an American award-
winning novelist and essayist. 

(dubbed NED) across the northern part of the state.  Kinder Morgan 
recently threw in the towel on that one, citing deteriorated economic 
prospects, but these groups certainly played a vital role in KM’s decision 
and deserve much credit.  

Sandisfield residents took to the microphones to express gratitude to the 
sponsoring groups and the people who came to hear about us and see for 
themselves beautiful Spectacle Pond and Otis State Forest land.  Residents 
Thelma Esteves and Kathy Wilcox related personal stories of finding a 
home on Beech Plain Road and experiencing the evacuation of north 
Sandisfield and parts of Otis following the pipeline rupture of 1981.

The cancellation of the NED project was welcome news for state resi-
dents but local opponents worried that outside support for the continuing 
struggle here would evaporate.  That has not been the case.  Quite the 
opposite.  One speaker after another concluded remarks by saying in 
effect, “Sandisfield, we stand with you.” 

Beech Plain resident Thelma Esteves The “Flotilla,” Sandisfield’s Navy for a Day
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For nine days, the Sandisfield Players lived in 
Cornwall, England, to present seven perfor-
mances of Thornton Wilder’s iconic American 
play, “Our Town.”

Twenty-six players made the trip, with another 15 
or so friends, neighbors, and relatives going along 
as luggage handlers, cheerleaders, and coaches.

We arrived at the entrance to the Minack Theater 
after nearly 50 hours of travel (plane, time change, 
bus, overnight stop, more bus, grocery store, and 
a brief stop at our lodgings) and we saw the stage 
120 feet below.  We had seen the dramatic pho-
tographs, but the first sight of where we’d stand 
and speak made what we had come to England 
for suddenly and stunningly real.

And scary.

We climbed down the 96 steps to reach the stage 
and dressing rooms through flowers of all types 
and colors blooming from nooks and crannies 
among the hand-mixed concrete.  It took decades 
of work to create this space overlooking the ocean.

On the stage, we would perform with our backs 
to the Cornish cliffs with the turquoise water far 
below.  The audience would face us from steeply 
terraced rows.

We  brought or borrowed our costumes and bare-
bones props: 2 tables, 4 chairs, 2 stools, many 
umbrellas, 3 stepladders, and 5 benches.  We 
moved them on and off-stage in costume while 
our accomplished fiddler, Maggie Holtzberg, 
played.  Our electronic piano and organ hid just 
inside the small tent used for entrances and where 
the choir sang.

We had time for only two rehearsals on the 
enormous stage before the dress rehearsal and a 
preview for Minack board members.  We didn’t 

know how our version of 
“Our Town” would trans-
late to a larger stage, since 
we had only performed it 
at the Arts Center.  

But we had an advantage.  
The Sandisfield Fire 
Department had given 
us the use of Fire Sta-
tion No. 2 for rehearsals 
for five weekends before we left.  Only because 
of this courtesy were we were able to expand our 
version of Wilder’s Pulitzer Prize play to the large 
Minack stage.

Ben Luxon, who played the crucial role of stage 
manager as well as directing us, saw our individual 
potential and tutored and guided our develop-
ment into convincing characters.  Now, caught in 
the spell of Cornwall, the Minack, the force of the 
group, and the director’s notes and standards, we 
were spurred to reach further and further and to 
help each other give life to this brilliantly simple 
and yet universally moving story.

Between performances, we made brief forays 
into the real Cornwall:  Penzance, St. Ives, the 
Cornish paths and beaches, Mousehole, gardens, 
a former tin mine, churches and pubs and restau-
rants, many reached by narrow hedgerow-lined 
roads.  We always returned back down the 96 
steps happy to plunge into “Our Town” again.

We played through sun, cold wind, mist, and even 
rain to over 2,100 people.  We had been warned: 
the Minack almost never cancels and audiences 
come prepared with sleeping bags, blankets, hats, 
ponchos, and umbrellas.  

We improvised.  It gets cold on the Cornish coast.  
Some players wore an underlayer of plastic for 

many performances.  Once a good rain began 
to fall just as George and Emily were doing the 
ladder scene.  Ben simply took two umbrellas 
out and held it over their heads.  Another time 
Ben did an entire monologue under an umbrella.  
The audience didn’t care; when it rained the 
audience was under umbrellas themselves.

Seeking to reach a high standard of work, Ben as 
director offered notes for every act.  Cast mem-
bers felt the opportunity to further develop their 
roles whether they had a few lines or a major 
role.  As a group, we experienced firsthand what 
is required collectively to perform as a company 
of players day after day, and we supported each 
other. 

Wilder’s work drilled further into the brains and 
hearts of the cast (and all those traveling with 
the production but not on stage).

In the first act the two families are introduced 
and the audience meets the youngsters, George 
Gibbs and Emily Webb.  Mrs. Gibbs plots to sell 
a highboy for $350, tell her doctor/husband that 
the money was a “legacy,” and persuade him to 
take a rest and go to Paris where “no one speaks 
English.”

The second act relates the courtship and mar-
riage of George and Emily.

In the third act, Emily is welcomed to the cem-
etery by “the dead” who are already there, and 
she excitedly tells her mother-in-law that she 
and George used her “legacy” to buy a drinking 
fountain for their farm animals.

Allowed to return to Grover’s Corners to cele-
brate again her 12th birthday, Emily pleads with 
her mother, “Let’s really look at one another,” 
but her mother is looking for spices for the cake.  
To the audience, Emily says, “The earth is too 
beautiful to realize.”  

The choir director releases his own buried 
anguish when she returns to the cemetery, 

“Our Town” Plays in England
By Flora Parisky
Photos:  Lynn Batten/Minack Theatre, Ruth Carrigan, Michael 
Sinclair, Tina Sotis
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chastened by what she learned by her last visit home, and he tells her, “Now 
you know.”

Our nine-day immersion at the Minack was a wonderful experience of genera-
tions working together with a single purpose:  to give voice to Thorton Wilder’s 
brilliantly moving story of life, communion, and death.

From our viewpoint on stage, we looked out at the audiences and often saw 
English faces moved to tears.

The last evening’s performance began in a drizzle of rain, but sometime in Act 
Two the rain stopped and we finished under a dark but non-threatening sky.  
When Ben, as the stage manager, gestured toward heaven and talked about the 
stars criss-crossing, it was impossible not to imagine them there. 

The Cast Remembers …
Patricia Hubbard:  Living together in Cornwall we experienced 
a unique sense of community – transcending rain, wind, and chill 
– as beautiful as the rugged Cornish coastline.  Much like Our 
Town – Sandisfield. 

Lauren Paul:  Ben saw our potential, cast us in oh-so-appropriate 
roles, and tutored and guided our development into convincing 
characters who Thornton Wilder would have recognized and 
greeted happily.  We were ourselves cast back a century – “being” 
rather than “acting.”

Sandy Parisky:   The incredible beauty of the steep cliffs and 
sandy beach that meet the intense, aqua green to blue color of the 
sea.  The cast members engendered a sense of spirit, camaraderie, 
and enthusiasm in supporting one-another to do our best.  

Shawn Coyne, Bleeker’s mom:  What was most enchanting was 
the variety of generations working together with a single powerful 
purpose – giving life to a brilliantly simple and yet universally 
moving story of birth, communion and death. The children in 
the production discovered that they have inherent value and are 
crucial members of society, that with some help from their elders 
they can make a huge difference.

Evers Whyte:  As magical as Cornwall is, and as fabulous as the 
trip to the Minack was, this very special group of warm, funny, 
clever, sometimes rag-tag, and endearing folks we call the Sand-
isfield Players really made the experience “once-in-a-lifetime!”  
Everyone’s energy, focus, and fun through each and every per-
formance (even with some bloopers!) was terrific.

Chloe Whyte:  I’ve never worked so hard in theater before and 
had so much fun!

Pia Whyte:  It was very inspiring seeing everyone rise to the pro-
fessional level!  I really love this group of people and feel lucky 
that I had the chance to get to work with them and know them.

Laura Whyte:  I have a postcard of Rowena Cade (the Minack’s 
creator) on our refrigerator to remind me of what a gift a spirit 
like hers can give to the world!

Lisa Danyluk:  When looking out over the cliffs to the sea, I felt as 
if we were all on the edge of the world. The entire experience gave 
my heart and soul the feeling that anything in life is possible. 
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The first actual sight of the Minack Theatre once we had gone through the box 
office and shop area was jaw dropping.  I have known this spot and we had all 
seen many dramatic photographs of it.  But that Saturday morning when the 
Sandisfield Players arrived it was all brand new.

Looking down the steeply terraced seating to the stage about 120 feet below 
and then along the back of the stage to another 50 or 60 foot drop straight into 
an emerald green ocean was so beautiful that we almost had to pinch ourselves 
to check that all this was real.

Add to this flowering cacti and succulents in riots of yellow, reds, blues, tur-
quoise and white cascading down rocks and growing in endless nooks and 
crannies on this section of cliff face, and the picture is dazzlingly complete.

So this was the venue where the Sandisfield Players excelled themselves with 
seven moving and very professional performances of “Our Town.”  The audi-
ences, averaging just under 300 a performance, were extremely attentive and 
appreciative to see and hear this play which is little known in Europe.

After a night flight, Boston to London, followed by most of the arrival day on 
a coach to get miles further south to Cornwall, the group went straight into 
rehearsing on the Minack stage with time for only two rehearsals before we 
plunged into a dress rehearsal and full week of performances.

Fire Chief Ralph Morrison and the Fire Department allowed us to rehearse at 
the station for five weekends before we left for Cornwall.  If not for their generos-
ity, we would not have been able to transfer the play from the small Arts Center 
stage to the much larger one at the Minack so easily.  In appreciation, it is our 
pleasure to donate $1,000 to the department from our ticket sales.

So we put 26 people on the Minack Stage, ages 11 to almost 80, who all acquit-
ted themselves with great aplomb and professionalism, as if they’d been doing 
this all their lives.

As a life-long professional theater person I was so proud of this little group of 
friends and neighbors and their achievement.  Incidentally, we were the first 
“foreign” company to be part of the Minack’s 22-week 
season for over 20 years.

Also all my Sandisfield Players and friends fell in love 
with my native Cornwall and did quite a bit of scurrying 
around in between shows.  What an adventure.

I was told by the theater director that our standard of 
playing was certainly equal to that of other visiting com-
panies and better than many.  He particularly enjoyed the 
natural delivery and acting style of the players, and, would 
you believe it, we have an open invitation to return. 

An Appreciation from the 
Director/Stage Manager
By Ben Luxon
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Decidedly. Different.
We are passionate about the homes we market, exceptional homes 
at every price point.  We have the greatest respect for our clients.  We 
love what we do.  We have a unique ability to match just the right 
home to the right homeowner.  We work very hard.  Because we care.

Learn how we are different by calling or visiting us on the web!
berkshiresforsale.com
413-528-4859  
Visit us at our store & office! 
276 main street, great barrington

Nobody Sells more real estate in the Berkshires than Chapin Fish 
Nobody Sells more real estate in Sandisfield than Brockman
Highest dollar volume 2013, 2014, 2015 according to stats from the Berkshire County Board of Realtors

  
300+ 

Homes 
Sold!

Over $300 
Milion

 Chapin Fish 
The 

Berkshires 
#1 Selling 
Realtor® 
Last 3 Years!

This is a simple tale of everyday folk, living their lives 
in America at the turn of the 19th century, and it 
starkly reminds us how much things have changed 
in the last century.

The Sandisfield Players from Massachusetts have 
crossed the Atlantic to bring us a play that was a classic 
of its time and won the Pullitzer Prize for Drama.

Its author, Thornton Wilder, wanted it to be performed 
“simply, dryly and sincerely” and that is exactly how 
this group of nearly 30 actors, headed by Cornish-
man Ben Luxon, present this work.

Everything about it is pared down to the reality of 
life in a small US town in New Hampshire from 
1901 to 1913 where a mainly Republican Protestant 
population of around 3,000 celebrates the births and 
marriages, and mourns the deaths of its residents.

There is no gloss – the stage is bare, with the 
exception of a white picket fence that lines Main 
Street, and a few tables, benches and chairs – plus 
a couple of step ladders.

The actors, particularly the ever-busy neighbours, 
Mrs. Gibbs (Jean Atwater-Williams) and Mrs. 
Webb (Tina Sotis) mime their kitchen work with-
out props, and just a few well-timed sound cues 
hint at the horses and trains that pass through the 
town of Grovers Corners.

Well-known actor and baritone Ben Luxon, who 
recently appeared in the Cornish made film "Tin, "
moved to Sandisfield 14 years ago, and with his wife 
Susie is now closely involved with its arts centre.

He directs and appears as the stage man-
ager in this play within a play, watching 
every move and orchestrating the whole 
with the sureness of a professional, work-
ing with a well rehearsed cast of mainly 
volunteers, who have many real life roles within 
the community.

The play follows the lives of high school sweethearts 
Emily (Sasha Nader) and George (Reid Sinclair) in 
three acts. They are teenage students for real and as 
they drink their strawberry sodas through straws, 
and work out their future, they give wonderfully 
expressive performances.

The mood is seri-
ous, understated 
and profound. 
The natural 
acting and the 
homespun sim-
plicity is very 
touching, from 
the sounds of 
choir practice 
to the moment taken to smell the heliotropes in the 
moonlight.

The singer at the wed-
ding, Laura Danehower-
Whyte, is superb and 
fiddler Maggie Holtzberg 
adds to the atmosphere.
This play lends itself to a 
very much more intimate 
stage than the vast and 
often distracting arena that 
is the Minack, and back in 
the US the group acts in a 
very much smaller space, 
but the essence of Wilder’s 

writing is respectfully used to great effect, which 
is very important to us all because he wants us to 
know that there is no going back. 

The Minack Review 
of “Our Town”
The Sandisfield 
Players
Review by Jenni Balow/Minack Theatre
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FARM STAND
In Season - Fruits & Veggies, Flowers

Farm Fresh Eggs, Homemade Jams
Pork Cuts, Honey, Maple Syrup

LUMBER YARD
Native Lumber, Custom Sawing

Kiln Drying, Custom Planing, Firewood

Terry Ignace & Marcia Patterson
106 Sandybrook Tnpk. (Rt. 183)

413-258-2898 
OPEN 7 DAYS:  SUNRISE-SUNSET

NEW ENCLOSED 
 LOCATION!

Now excepting new students!
Group or private lessons available at

your home or on our farm.
Lessons are available for all ages of

rider.
Specializing in Eventing and Hunter

Jumper lessons
Rose Nelson Instructor and Owner

Massachusetts certified, Pony club eventing participant and USEA eventer

Email: sunnyrosefarm@yahoo.com Phone: (413)446-4944
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October
10/2  Truck Accident S Main St
10/4  
10/5  Medical Assist Stump Rd
10/6  
10/6  Wires Down N Main St
10/6  Noise Complaint Hammertown Rd
10/6  MV Accident N Main St
10/8  
10/8  Domestic Complaint S Main St
10/8  Strange Person S Main St
10/10  
10/11  
10/13  Abandoned 911 Call Beech Plain Rd
10/18  Domestic Disturbance Hammertown Rd
10/19  Suspicious Activity Rest Area S Main St
10/21  MV Accident Sandy Brook Trpk
10/26  Suicide York Lake Rd
10/26  Erratic MV Operation S Main St
10/29  Trees and Wires Down Due to Storm 
10/29  Missing Person Town Hill
10/31 
10/31  House Alarm Hammertown Rd
10/31  

November
11/3  Investigation Dodd Rd
11/3  
11/4  Lost Hiker Norfolk Rd
11/8  Missing Person Clark Rd
11/9  Stolen Items Sandy Brook Trpk
11/12  DMV Tolland Rd
11/15  Erratic MV Operation N Main St
11/16  Truck Accident N Main St
11/18  B&E N Beech Plain Rd
11/22  Erratic MV Operation S Main St
11/22  MV Accident S Main/Tolland Rd
11/25  House Alarm Stump Rd
11/25  B&E S Main St
11/25  Investigation Shade Rd
11/30  Medical Assist S Main St
11/30  Serve Court Papers Clark Rd
11/30  Cell Phone/Text Harassment  
 Complaint S Main St.

December
12/1  Suspicious Activity S. Main St
12/3  
12/4  Medical Assist S.Beech Plain Rd
12/4  Strange Vehicle Bosworth Rd
12/7  Suspicious Activity Rest Area  N.Main St.
12/7  Abandoned 911 Perry Rd
12/8  Trespassing Complaint Clark Rd
12/8  
12/8  
12/10  B&E West St
12/15  MV Accident Town Hill Rd
12/16  Multi-Vehicle Accident S.Main St
12/16  
12/16  MV Accident Sandy Brook Trpke.
12/19  
12/22  MV  Accident Sandy Brook Trpke
12/22  MV Accident Sandy Brook Trpke.
12/22  MV Accident Sandy Brook Trpke.
12/24  DMV S.Main St.
12/29  MV Accident Sandy Brook Trpke.
12/30  MV Accident Sandy Brook Trpke.
12/31  
12/31  Abandoned 911 Town Hill Rd

Police Blotter

EMS  Oct. Nov. Dec.
Medical 7 6 10

False alarm 0 0 1

EMS & 
FIRE 
DEPARTMENT

Fire Dept. Oct. Nov. Dec.
Fire 6 3 4

Power lines down 4 1 0

 0 1

Consolati Insurance
Frank A. Consolati • Jeff J Consolati

Homeowners  /  Business
Auto • Boats • Flood • Life • Long-term Care

Fax: 413-243-4622   •   71 Main St., Lee

413-243-0105              413-243-0109

Sandisfield 
Historical 
Society 1762

John L. Grammer, of Sandisfield and New York City, 
and Lilli Beard, of London and New York City, were 
married at City Hall in downtown Manhattan on July 
7, 2016.  The couple will reside in New York City and 
visit John’s parents, John and Mary Anne Grammer in 
Sandisfield, as often as they can.  John and Lilli met 
their freshman year at Harvard College and have been 
together ever since.  As Lilli said, “I was lucky, my first 
love is my forever love.”   John seconded the sentiment.  
The Times extends best wishes to the happy couple.

A Wedding is Announced

Our July Fair and the 2nd Annual Pet Parade was 
a fun and lively event that brought a broad slice 
of our community together.

Thank you to all the many unnamed bakers and 
donators of items for the tag sale.  Special and spe-
cific thanks go to the Burrows, the Freedmans, 
the Bakunis family, the Gacek family, Marcia 
Patterson, Norton Fletcher, the Kuzmechs, Jeff 
Gray, Laurie Loring, and Teresa DellaGuistina.

Money raised at the Fair assists us with upkeep 
and regular expenses such as electricity, heating 
oil, and mowing.

The purpose of the Society is (1) to bring together 
those people interested in history, especially the 
history of Sandisfield and (2) to discover and 

collect any material which may help to establish 
or illustrate the history of the area.  Our thanks to 
Kathi Burrows for shepherding in donated props 
from the recent Karen Allen movie filmed at 
Silverbrook Café.   With the addition of these trea-
sures, and with the Fellowship at the Fair and at 
our July meeting, we did well keeping our mission.

Our next event is the important August meet-
ing, when we hold annual elections.  We require a 
new president and secretary to carry on the Soci-
ety.  As of this writing no one in our core group is 
willing or able to take over these positions.

Election of officers and discussion of the future of 
the organization will be the focus of our August 
20 meeting.  Our members will help and support 
a new person or persons as leaders of the Society. 

We were at this juncture three years ago and 
through the strong support of our members were 
able to continue.  We bought three more good 
years.  In the last several issues of The Times, we 
have asked the community to help us identify a 
leader who can share his or her time and energy 
with us.  Please help us find new leadership.

Our next meeting will be August 20 at 11 a.m. at 
the Society’s building on Rt. 183 at South Sand-
isfield Road.  The meeting will be followed by a 
potluck meal.

You can reach me at 413-258-4906. 

By John Kuzmech, President 

A Successful Fair, and 
Election Coming Up
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Moreover. . . 
By Simon Winchester

684 Main Street, Great Barrington
(across from the old fairground)

bizalions.com ● 413-644-9988

Provence in 
the Berkshires

Bizalion’s Fine Food

In this all-too-worrisome world, I confess to finding 
it rather difficult to get worked up over the sad state 
of a rabbit called the New England Cottontail.  

My government, though, would like me to become 
deeply concerned and has asked my help to revive 
a creature that it has recently declared to be In 
Trouble.

There is no doubt that the rabbit in question is 
a handsome fellow – two pounds of dark brown 
charm, with pointy ears, large and soulful eyes, and 
the adorable patch of white under his tail that gives 
him his name and makes him look like a fast-flying 
Q-tip each time he scampers into the brush.

Handsome perhaps, but none too happy.  His 
recent wretchedness is all the fault of a few local 
hunting clubs who more than half a century ago 
gathered from far-away Kansas tens of thousands 
of rabbits that looked all-but identical, but actu-
ally belonged to quite another clan, the deceptively 
named Eastern Cottontails. 

The club officials trucked the easterners here and 
released them, purely and simply for their mem-
bers’ sporting entertainment.  Those of us who live 
here and noticed rabbits would probably never have 
known: the similarity of the two species is quite 
uncanny.  Only by analyzing the pellets they leave 
behind can you tell them apart.  (Or by X-raying 
their skulls, if that happens to be easier for you.)

But rabbitologists can tell the difference and have 
lately noticed that the arrivistes appear to have 
been breeding like, well, rabbits. To the point 
where the frisky Easterners-from-Kansas seem 

to be squeezing the old and rather sexually con-
servative New Englanders out of their traditional 
habitats. 

Our native rabbits have long declared a liking for 
shrublands.

And herein lies the problem: it turns out that 
shrublands, with their grassy and tufted assem-
blies of swamp and sedge and open woodland, are 
for some reason (climate change maybe) fast disap-
pearing, being folded into that immense green mat 
of spruce, fir, and eastern white pine that is our 
ever-spreading Berkshire County forest. 

So now the Federal Government, pausing from its 
dealings with Brexit, Putin, and the West Bank, 
has come up with an idea how to better things for 
the embattled creature. 

It wants to carve new-made shrublands out of the 
woods.  Its hope – informed, but thus far unproven 
– is that by laying on lots of oases of shrubberies 
hereabouts, the old-style cottontails, finding com-
fort and privacy among the tussocks, will get down 
to their reproductive business.  They will turn New 
England into a throbbing orgy of humping local 
bunnies, the tide will be reversed, and the Eastern-
ers will turn Cottontail, as it were, and head off en 
masse back to the prairies.

The Department of Agriculture is consequently let-
ting landowners here know of their new program to 
help create such oases – twelve acres at a time – in 
the hope of boosting the local rabbit population. 
They will offer money for you to pay a logger to 
clear-cut, and then will compel you to promise not 
to sell the freshly-bared land to Wal-Mart or for a 
new golf course for at least the next thirty years.

They will come by to monitor – mainly by send-
ing experts in to collect rabbit pellets and examine 
them under a microscope – to see if their plan has 
worked.  It will take time: I will surely be dead and 
buried long before we know if the New England 
Cottontail has come roaring back.

But – and it is a big but – there is the matter of 
cosmetics.  

The clear-cutting looks pretty dreadful.  A posse of 
government people just took me on a tour of some 
recently cleared sites – one in Sandisfield, another 
in Granville, two in Tolland – to try to reassure 
me.  But in each case, even after three years of 
regrowth, the sites looked raw and wrecked.  And 
twelve acres is a big eyesore, especially if it abuts a 
road.  Hence my reservation.

By which I mean – should I really be worked up 
about the supposedly sad state of a rabbit which 
looks pretty much identical to the one that is said to 
be usurping its place in our local menagerie?  Neither 
rabbit is anywhere close to facing extinction – the 
older one is just feeling a bit of pressure from its rival. 

So – what to do?  Forest or Rabbit?  Shrubs or Bun-
nies?  I am dithering, fretting, losing sleep.  But I’ll 
have made a decision by the time this piece appears 
in our Sandisfield Times, secure in the knowledge 
that, as with all decisions, someone, somewhere, is 
bound to condemn it. 

As will, of course, one species – but only one – of 
the Cottontail Rabbit. 

Flopsy?  Mopsy?
Or Cottontail?



Page 16 	 The Sandisfield Times

As your local gas attendant of the mind – think 
the old-fashioned kind with the crisp, clean uni-
form, clean rag in the back pocket to wipe that 
spot of dust on the hood, and a cheery “wash 
your windows?” – have you checked your engine 
of knowledge?

Are you running lean on high-octane nonfiction 
such as Grunts: the Curious Science of Humans 
at War by Mary Roach or Indeh, a Story of the 
Apache Wars by Ethan Hawke and Greg Ruth? 

Or maybe the engine is knocking a bit with things 
that go bump in the night such as Joe Hill’s The 
Fireman or Linda Castillo’s Among the Wicked.

Running smooth and just a few gallons short 
on gasoline – may I recommend unleaded, 

easy-on-the-engine summer reads – perfect for 
those trips to the beach!  Magic by Danielle Steel, 
The Little Red Chairs by Edna O’Brien, Every-
body’s Fool by Richard Russo (and yes we have the 
prequel – Nobody’s Fool as well) or James Patter-
son’s Bullseye.  

Or perhaps you are going for a long summer trip 
and need a complete check up – some real get-
your-hands-dirty and all the cylinders popping 
– Barkskins by Anne Proulx or Heat and Light 
by Jennifer Haigh.  

Whatever the engine of your mind needs, stop by 
and poke around the shop.  You are sure to find 
the right combination for your needs.

Happenings At The Library
Ed the Wizard led a magical and enchanting 
afternoon at the Library on Saturday July 9.  He 
entertained children and adults with anecdotes 
and slight-of-hand tricks.  We followed that fun 
with ice cream!

The Sandisfield Women’s Book Group meets on 
the 4th Wednesday of the month – August 24 – 
in the Library’s lower level at 7 p.m.  The book of 
choice is The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho.  Come 
join the discussion!

Butterflies – the Children’s section is sprouting 
another garden of butterflies.  Watch the caterpil-
lars grow, spin cocoons, and emerge as gracious 
winged creatures.

Well, time for this attendant to spiffy up some 
of the shelves and return some well-loved “vehi-
cles” to their proper parking spaces.  Enjoy your 
summer travels … and be safe! 

35 Bridge Street
Great Barrington, MA 01230

Ph: 413.528.2885   Fx: 413.528.9220
typesetting@kwikprintinc.com

www.kwikprintinc.com

• Full Color Digital Printing
• Full Color Envelope Printing
• Large Format Printing
• High Speed Copying
• Laminating
• Inline Bookletmaking
• Perfect Binding
• Folding
• Perforating
• Mailing Services
• Graphic Design Services

EXPERIENCE • SPEED • QUALITY

KWIK  PRINTI  N  C O R P O R A T E  D

Color

A & M AUTO SERVICE
COMPLETE AUTO & TRUCK CARE

IMPORT AND DOMESTIC
24 HOUR HEAVY DUTY & LIGHT TOWING & RECOVERY

FLAT BED SERVICE

RALPH E. MORRISON 413-258-3381

ROUTE 57/EAST SANDISFIELD, MA 413-258-3381

 
 

By Terry Spohnholz

Librarian is a service occupation.  
Gas station attendant of the mind.   

– Richard Powers

Ed the Wizard enchanted kids and adults alike.
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Rob Fredsall, 65, died at his home on Sandis-
field Road June 9.  A memorial service, with 
a U.S. military honor guard, flag ceremony, 
and the playing of Taps, was held July 9 at 
the Sandisfield Center Cemetery.  An honor 
guard from Monterey also took part in the 
service.

Robert proudly served his country in the late 
1960s and early ’70s during the Vietnam War.  
He was among the veterans who march each 
year in Sandisfield’s Memorial Day parade.  
This year Fred was accompanied on the 
parade by his great grandson, Jon Fredsall, 7.  
The two veteran/companions then drove to 
Monterey where they marched in that parade 
as well.

Robert had lived in Sandisfield since 1973.  
“He loved Sandisfield,” said his son, Karl.

Born May 7, 1951, in Torrington, Rob was 
the son of Frederick F. and Marjorie (Karl) 
Fredsall.  After graduating from the Oliver 
Wolcott Technical High School in Tor-
rington, he volunteered for the U.S. Army.  

Following his military duty, Robert worked as 
a machinist at Oldcastle in Connecticut doing 
welding and fabricating.  He owned and oper-
ated the Berkshire Crane Service from 1988 
until 2011.

A member of the Northwest Connecticut 
Sportsman’s Association, Robert enjoyed 
shooting sports, the outdoors, photography, 
and spending time with his sons and grand-
children.  Fred always had a joke to share with 
his friends, bad jokes as well as good ones, and 
he might have laughed harder at the bad ones. 

Robert is survived by his wife who resides in 
Sandisfield; his two sons, Karl Fredsall and 
wife Kirsten of Great Barrington and Nick 
Fredsall and girlfriend Elinor Beane of West 
Stockbridge; one sister, Christine DeVries; 
three brothers, Bill, Ed, and Tom Fredsall; five 
grandchildren, Stephanie, Erik, Abby, Lily 
and Kaylin; and his great grandson, Jonathan.

Comings & Goings 

Cliff Gray, 61, of Bosworth Road passed away June 20 at Berkshire 
Medical Center, his wife and daughter by his side. 

Born in York, Maine, on May 25, 1955, Cliff moved to Connecticut in 
1971 to live with his sister Sandra and her husband Lewis Ledoux.  He 
built a home in Harwinton with his first wife, Marilyn, and his daugh-
ter, Tina, before moving to Sandisfield in February 1988. 

Cliff held many jobs.  While in Maine, he picked potatoes in Aroostook 
County and worked at the Sanford Butcher Shop with his best friend, 
Sonny.  He was a Security Officer in Farmington, Conn., and worked 
for the Harwinton Highway Department for many years.  (He loved 
plowing with those big trucks!)

After moving to Sandisfield, he became maintenance supervisor at the 
former New Boston Nursing Center, a position he held for 11 years.  
In addition, he ran the Willow Brook Farm, a very busy hog breeding 
operation.  At the farm’s height there were 50 breeding sows on site, 
accounting for roughly 800 piglets per year.

Most recently, Cliff was the owner/operator of Gray & Bailey Property 
Management, with rentals in the Winsted and Torrington areas.  Cliff 
was a carpenter, electrician, plumber, and painter and did it all with 
flair and perfection! 

Many will remember Cliff jogging up and down Rt. 57 a few years ago, 
as he worked his way up to jogging 13 miles non-stop.  Or you may have 
seen him horseback riding with his friends Wendy and Lori.  He had a 
lifelong love of horses and all animals.

He enjoyed vacationing with family in Wells, Maine, and in New Hamp-
shire and travelling around the country with his wife.  But Cliff ’s true 
passion and calling in life was his dedication and love for his children. 
He was the devoted ‘GaGa’ to Owen and Selena, two developmentally 
challenged children, for the past 5 years.  He also cared for Christian 
for the past 18 years, Aaron for 10 years, and Shawn for 12.  Though at 
times this job was very difficult, Cliff made it look easy. 

He was a big tough guy with a marshmallow heart.  He will forever be 
missed by his wife, Terry; foster children whom he loved as his own; 
daughter Tina and grandchildren Richard and Ben; siblings, Sandra, 
Pat, David, Ruth, Linda and Harvey; numerous nieces and nephews; 
and many friends.

Those who knew Cliff will remember his zany offbeat humor and the 
way he would always help out a neighbor in need.  How many times 
did he plow someone out during a storm, when he was just driving by?  
Or lend a hand to somebody stuck here on Bosworth Road during the 
mud season! 

He was a wonderful, beautiful man with a heart of gold whose kindness, 
generosity, love, and grace will never be forgotten.  He is resting now in 
Sandisfield Center Cemetery.  God Bless You, BabyCakes.

			    – The Gray Family

Like us on Facebook.

VILLA  MIA  
RESTAURANT
& PIZZERIA

413-258-4236
90 S. Main Street, New Boston
Specializing in Italian food.

Our Locally Famous Spaghetti 
Sauce, House-Made Noodles and 
Delicious Bureks available every 
Saturday morning at the Otis 

Farmer's Market.  Come See Us!

OPEN DAILY (EXCEPT TUESDAY)  
11 a.m. to 9 p.m.  

Robert K. 
Fredsall

1951-2016

About 2000
Clifford L. Gray, Jr.

1955-2016

August 1999 Judi and Lou 
Friedman

At press time, we learned of 
the unexpected deaths on July 
26 of Judi and Lou Friedman 
of Sandisfield and Canton, 
Connecticut.  The Times will 
publish an obituary of the couple 
in the September issue.


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Now Hear This!
Edited by Laura Rogers-Castro.  Please send notices for Now Hear This! to calendar@sandisfieldtimes.org.

August Events
Gallery Opening Reception on Saturday, 
August 6, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at the Sandis-
field Arts Center, 5 Hammertown Road.  The 
Gallery will feature Paintings & Pastels by Joe 
Baker.  The exhibit is on display August 6-28 
and open during performances.

From Madness to Music: Film Documentary 
and Discussion on Saturday, August 13, at 2:00 
p.m. at the Sandisfield Arts Center.  Through 
the voices and experiences of participants, the 
film explores the perceptions and challenges 
facing youth in conflicted communities in the 
U.S., Israel, and Palestine.  The screening will be 
followed by discussion with filmmaker Lynette 
Najimy and a reception. $15, $5 students.  

Sandisfield Firemen Steak Roast on Saturday, 
August 13.  Dinner from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.; 
dancing from 6:00-10:00 p.m. at Firehouse 
#2 on Route 57.  Tickets, $25, will not be 
available at the door.  Tickets can be purchased 
from any volunteer or call A & M Auto, 258-
3381.  Ice cream sales to benefit the Sandisfield 
Scholarship Fund.

Church Service on Sunday, August 14, at 
10:00 a.m. at the New Boston Congregational 
Church, 4 Sandisfield Road (Route 57). 

Sandisfield Discussion on Saturday, August 
27, at 10:00 a.m. at Old Town Hall, Rt. 57 at 
Silverbrook Road.  An opportunity for seasonal 
and year-round residents to provide input to 
the Select Board.  A report on issues critical 
to the town will be provided by the Board.  
Comments/suggestions/questions encouraged.  

Eric Martin and Karen Axelrod on Saturday, 
August 27, at 8:00 p.m. at the Sandisfield Arts 
Center.  This dynamic duo bring the vibrancy 
of traditional dance music and song to the con-
cert stage.  $20.

Events In Surrounding 
Towns
Hilltown Rodders Car Show on Sunday, 
August 7, from 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at the Izaak 
Walton Field in Otis. Take Route 8 to 1 Tannery 
Road.  Spectators are free.  The show benefits the 
Shriners Hospital, HospiceCare Berkshires, and 
Otis AmVets.  No dogs or alcohol. Rain date, 

August 14.

Adonijah’s Birthday Bash 
on Saturday, August 13, 
from 4:00-7:00 p.m. at the 
Bidwell House Museum, 
100 Art School Road, in 
Monterey.  Fundraising 
party celebrating the 
Reverend Bidwell’s 300th 
birthday in the gardens.  
Live music, cocktails, hors 
d’oeuvres, silent and live 
auction.  For tickets, call 
413-528-6888.

Kinderland Arts & 
Activism Festival on 
Labor Day Weekend 
(September 3-5) in Tolland.  
Save the date!  Family-
friendly festival for peace 
to include over 20 musical 
guests, visual artists, social 
justice organizations, local 
breweries, wineries, and 
food.  Sandisfield residents 
receive 50% off on Saturday 
and Sunday by showing 
proof of residency.  For more 
info, visit campkinderland.
org/festival. See ad, page 8.

Save The Date
An Evening of 20th Century American Songs and 
Dinner to Benefit the Sandisfield Arts Center on 
Saturday, September 10, at 6:00 p.m. at the Sandisfield 
Arts Center.  A stunning medley of ballad, jazz, 
and popular music sung by the beautiful voices of 
Laura Danehower Whyte, Linda Mironti, Brian 
DeLorenzo, and Accompanest Michael Rheault.  The 
evening begins with cocktails at 6, followed by dinner 
and an evening of song.  $50, tickets available online at  
www.sandisfieldartscenter.org.

Sandisfield Potluck Dinner in mid-September 
(date to be announced) sponsored by the Select 
Board and the Planning Board.  All Boards and town 
residents will be invited as the town moves closer to 
implementation of the Sandisfield Master Plan.

Ongoing Events
Select Board, The Select Board meets at the Town 
Hall Annex on Mondays.  Regular meetings are 
held at 7 p.m. and working sessions at 2:30 p.m.  
See posted agendas for meeting schedules.

Farmington River Regional School District, first 
Monday of the month, 7 p.m., Farmington River 
Regional School, Rt. 8, Otis. 

Planning Board, second Tuesday of the month,  
6 p.m., Old Town Hall.

Board of Assessors, second Tuesday of the month, 
5 p.m., Town Hall Annex.

Conservation Commission, third Tuesday of the 
month, 7 p.m., Town Hall Annex.

Board of Health, second Monday of the month, 
 6 p.m., Old Town Hall. 

Cemetery Committee, second Monday of the 
month, 6 p.m., Town Hall Annex.

Council on Aging, every Wednesday, 11 a.m.-​ 
2 p.m., Senior Center, Town Hall Annex.  Pot luck 
lunch at noon, bingo at 1 p.m.   Free blood pressure 
screening every fourth Wednesday.

Finance Committee, second Saturday of the 
month, 9:30 a.m., Sandisfield Library.  

Strategic Planning Committee, third Wednesday 
of the month, 7 p.m., Fire Station #2 on Sandisfield 
Rd.  

Sandisfield Public Library Hours: Monday/
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; All Wednesdays: 2-5 
p.m.; Thursday: 5-7 p.m.  Saturdays: 9-Noon

Historical Commission: First Wednesday of the 
month, 7 p.m., Rt. 57 Firehouse. 
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TOWN WEBSITE:  WWW.SANDISFIELD.INFO

AMBULANCE: 911.  Non-Emergency:  258-4742

AMERICAN LEGION Post 456: Maria Domato, Commander: 
258-4578  (April-October) or rainbow2498@embarqmail.com 

ANIMAL WARDEN/DOG OFFICER:
Kim Spring:  258-4450

ASSESSORS OFFICE:  258-4701
Offi  ce Hours:  Tues, Wed, Th urs. 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Meets 2nd Tues: 5 p.m.

BOARD OF HEALTH:  Victor Hyrckvich: 258-4053
Meets 1st Mon: 6 p.m., Old Town Hall.

BROADBAND COMMITTEE: Jeff  Bye:  258-4711
      Meets as needed.  Check for schedule.

BUILDING INSPECTOR: Eric Munson Jr.:  258-4590

CONSERVATION COMMISSION:  Meets 3rd Tues: 7 p.m.

CONSTABLES:
Nazario Sanchez: 258-4705  John Burrows: 258-4943

COUNCIL ON AGING:  Linda Riiska: 258-4816
Wed: 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Senior Center/Town Hall Annex
Business Meeting 1st and 3rd Wed: 10 a.m.

FARMINGTON RIVER REGIONAL SCHOOL:
North Main Street, Otis, 413 269-4466
Th omas Nadolny, Principal 

FRRSD  SCHOOL COMMITTEES meets 1st Mon: 7 p.m. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE:   Kathy Jacobs:  258-4535
Meets as needed.  Check for schedule.

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Emergency: 911
Ralph Morrison, Fire Chief:  258-4742

HISTORICAL COMMISSION: Ron Bernard: 269-0012 or 
ronbernard@aol.com.  Meets 1st Wed: 7 p.m. at Fire Station No. 2, Rt. 57.

HI STORICAL SOCIETY: Meets 2nd Sat (in season): 11 a.m., the   
Society's building on Rt. 183

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE:
John Skrip: 258-4788

LIBRARY:  Librarian: Theresa Spohnholz: 258-4966
      sandisfi eldlibrary@yahoo.com

Monday & Tuesday: 9-12:30 p.m.
Wednesday: 2-5 p.m. (Apr-Oct); (closed Wed: Nov-Mar)
Thursday:  5 - 7 p.m.  /   Saturday:  9-12 p.m.

NOTARY: John Skrip: 258-4788 
      Th eresa Spohnholz: 258-4966 or 258-4712

PLANNING BOARD: Gary Bottom, Sr.: 258-4053
 Meets 2nd Tues: 6 p.m., Old Town Hall

POLICE-LOCAL:    Emergency: 911
 Michael Morrison, Chief: 258-4742
   
POLICE-STATE: Lee Barracks: 413 243-0600

POST OFFICE:  Amy Carriveau, Clerk, 258-4940
 Window Hours: Mon-Fri: 9 a.m.-noon & 1-4 p.m.    Sat: 8-11:30 a.m.
 Delivery boxes in both lobbies accessible 24 hours.
RECREATION COMMITTEE: Robbin Campetti: 258-4096

ROAD SUPERINTENDENT:  Bobby O’Brien, 258-4979

SANDISFIELD ARTS CENTER: (May-December)
 5 Hammertown Road
 PO Box 31   258-4100   www.sandisfi eldartscenter.org

SANDISFIELD TIMES: Bill Price, editor: 413 429-7179
 Published monthly (Jan/Feb combined)
 PO Box 584, Sandisfi eld or editor@sandisfi eldtimes.org

SELECT BOARD:  258-4711
 Meets Monday with working session at 2:30 p.m. or regular meeting, 

7 p.m.  Town Hall Annex.  See posted agenda for time.

STATE OFFICIALS:
 Smitty Pignatelli, State Representative.: 413 637-0631
 Email: rep.smittypignatelli@hou.state.ma.us

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE:  to be announced

TAX COLLECTOR: Lisa Leavenworth: 258-4977
 Mon-Wed: 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE/WIREDWEST:   
 Paul Jacoby, 258-4682 or pauljacoby53@gmail.com
 Town computers and technology.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR: Willie Morris
        Mon-Th urs or by appointment. 258-4711
 Email:sandisfi eldtownadm@verizon.net

TOWN CLERK: Dolores Harasyko
 PO Box 163  or sandisfi eldtownclerk@verizon.net
 Town Hall Annex:  258-4075  
 Mon-Th urs: 8 a.m.-2 p.m.    Mon: 6 p.m.-7 p.m. by appt.

TOWN HALL: At Town Hall Annex, 66 Sandisfi eld Road, PO Box 90, 
01255.  Open Mon-Th urs: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Mon: 6-7 p.m. by appt.

TOWN TREASURER: Th eresa Spohnholz: 258-4712 or 
sandisfi eldtreasurer@verizon.net.    Mon/Wed: 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

TRANSFER STATION: Tony Melloni: Wed: 2 p.m.-5 p.m.  
Sat/Sun: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

VETERANS SERVICES:   Laurie Hills
 Great Barrington Town Hall: 528-1580

August 2016

S a n di s f i e l d  Tow n  D i r e c t or y
Offi  cial Town meetings take place at Town Hall Annex unless otherwise indicated.
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Sandisfield, MA 01255
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T he  SA NDISFIELD TI M ES

Tribunus Plebis

Reliable.  Regular.  Relevant.

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
To have the The Times mailed to your home, please complete the 
information below and send a check for $25 (annual subscription fee for 
11 issues) made out to The Sandisfield Times to: 

THE SANDISFIELD TIMES
 PO BOX 584, SANDISFIELD, MA 01255

Name_________________________________________________

Address to where The Times should be delivered:

_____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _ ________________________________________

Email address: __________________________________________

Phone (only used if paper is returned by USPS)_ ____________________

	 Letters to the editor:.. . . . letters@sandisfieldtimes.org

	 News, ideas, tips & photos:.. . . . editor@sandisfieldtimes.org

	 Advertising questions: .. . . advertising@sandisfieldtimes.org

	 Entries for calendar of events: .. . . calendar@sandisfieldtimes.org

	 Birth, marriage, and death notices:.. . . . registrar@sandisfieldtimes.org

The Sandisfield Times is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization staffed by volunteers from the 
Sandisfield community and funded by individual and business sponsors.  Its mission is to con-
nect the community through reliable, regular, and relevant information.  The paper is pub-
lished 11 times each year, with a joint January-February issue and monthly issues thereafter.

Donations of all sizes are needed to ensure the continuation of this newspaper.  
Please send checks to:  The Sandisfield Times, P.O. Box 584, Sandisfield, MA 01255 
or donate online at our website: www.sandisfieldtimes.org.

Copies of The Sandisfield Times are available in Sandisfield at A&M Auto, the Arts 
Center (in season), the Transfer Station, Post Office, the New Boston Inn, New 
Boston  Sleds, Villa Mia, MJ Tuckers, When Pigs Fly Farm and Town Hall.  Copies 
are also available in Otis at Berkshire Bank, Bruce’s Hardware, Katie’s Market, Papa’s 
Fuel, Otis Library, Farmington River Diner, and Otis Poultry Farm.  Locations in 

Monterey include the Library, the Store, and the Roadside Cafe.  Available also at 
the Southfield Store in New Marlborough.  Back issues are available for purchase.

The Times can be mailed to your home by paid subscription (see form below left) or you 
can read it (free) online as a PDF document at www.sandisfieldtimes.org.

We welcome submissions, comments and suggestions, including letters to the editor 
BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH PRIOR.  We may edit for space, style or clarity.  
We will try to publish Public Service Announcements when we have room, with prior-
ity given to Sandisfield organizations.  No portion of the The Sandisfield Times may be 
reproduced without permission.  

Editorial Staff
Editor: Bill Price 

email: w.billprice@gmail.com or cell 413.429.7179 

Advertising/Subscriptions: Ron Bernard 

Graphic Design: Tina Sotis 

Website: Jean Atwater-Williams 

Now Hear This!: Laura Rogers-Castro 

Founding Editor: Simon Winchester 

We acknowledge with gratitude  
donations from the following:

Anonymous
Lila K. Innes

Andrew & Tina McDowell


